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TO TBE 
aOXOURABLE AND RIGHT REVEREND. 

S H U T E, 

LORD BISHOP OF LANDAFF. 

MY LORD, 

1 HE favourable opinioh which 
your Lordship was pleased to en* 
tertain of this little Work in the 
first Edition, has induced me to 
give it a revisal, and, by removing 
some inaccuracies, to render it less 
imworthy your acceptance. 

That so slight a performance 
should have been able to attract 
your notice, I must attribute to 
that vigilant, unremitted attention, 
which so eminently distinguishes 
your Lordship's conduct, and makea 
you esteem no attempt undeservii^ 
your regard, which has the remotest 
tendency to promote the interests 
of religion or learning. 

That 
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have adopted it, as a pre 
pendium to be put into 
of the younger student 
entrance on a course of s 
rature. If it contribute 
degree to make the Holy . 
more attentively read, a 
understood, I shall esteen 
cuUar happiness to have 
opportunity of testifying tl 
respect with which I am, 

My Lord, 
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A CLEAR introductory illustration 
of the several Books of the New 
Testacment, shewing the design of 
their writers, the nature of their 
contents, and whatever else is pre- 
viously necessary to their being read 
with understanding, is a work that^ 
if well executed, must prove the 
best of commentaries, and frequent- 
ly supersede the want of all other. 
Like an intelligent guide, it directs 
the Reader right at his first setting 
out, and thereby saves hiih the 
trouble of much after-inquiry : or,, 
like a map of a country through 
which he is to travel, if consulted 
before-hand, it gives him. a general 
view of the journey,, and prevents 
,his being a%rwards lost and* be- 
wildered. 

A 3 That 
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That the following little work 
will be found to answer this flatter- 
ing description, the Compiler dares 
not take upon him to assert ; he 
can only say, that the contents are 
chiefly extracted from two eminent 
writers, who have particularly dis- 
tinguished themselves in thisbranch 
of sacred criticism, and have lately 
thrown great light upon the sub- 
ject. 

The first of these is, Mr Profes- 
sor Michaelis, of his Majesty's Uni- 
versity of Gottingen, whose " !»• 
*^ troductory Lectures to the Sacred 
^ Books of the New Testament,'' 
translated from the German, were 
published, in one volume 4to, in 
1761 *. The other is the Rev. 

Dr 

* Since this translation of Mr Michaelis's book 
was published, that eminent Writer has very much 
improved and enlarged his Work in the original 
German \ and it will give sadsfaction to the learn- 
ed Reader to be informed, that a translation of 

this 
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Dr Lardner, whose " History of the 
** Apostles and Evangelists, Writers 
** of the New Testament, with Re- 
** marks and Observations on every 
** Book/' was printed in. three vo- 
lumes 8vo, in 1760. The former 
of these has displayed so much in- 
genuity and discernment, and the 
latter such a depth of learning, as 
give the greatest advantage to such 
as would avail themselves of their 
labours. 

But as their works are not of 
portable size, and contain a multi- 
tude of curious disquisitions not 
w^ithin the reach of the generality 
of readers, the Editor was tempted 
to give a short abstract of their re- 
spective contents, cleared from all 
miscellaneous digressions, and re- 
duced within a small compass for 

the 
* . •■ 

tliib excellent performance, witb all the late addi- 
tions and improvements of the deceased -Avi^y^? 
may soon be expected. 
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the pocket. He has not, however, 
merely confined himself to those 
two writers, but has enriched his 
work from other authors ; thus, in 
the Key to the writing!^ of the se- 
veral Evangelists, a ftill account is 
given of the curious hypothesis of 
the learned and ingenious Dr Owen, 
who, in his " Observations on the 
" Four Gospels," 8vo, 1764, has 
opened a new source of information, 
and, by comparing the original lan- 
guage of the several Evangelists, has 
started many new hints, which had 
escaped former inquirers. If the 
Doctor should find a difficulty pro- 
posed in the following pages, in re- 
spect to one part of his scheme : 
he will also see a solution oflFered, 
which the Editor apprehends will 
give new strength and consistency 
to the whole argument. 

Besides these latie writers, re- 
course was occasionally had to the 

learned 



FR£FAC£. IX 

learned and iiseful labours of Pyle, 
Doddridge^ Bengelius, Dupin, and 
other former critics and commen- 
tators ; from each of whom such 
parts were selected as seemed most 
solid and judicious j forming, in the 
whole, what, it is hoped, will be 
found a clear, concise, and not in- 
consistent compilation ; in which 
the Editor frankly acknowledges 
that very little will be found of his 
own, and that he has no other 
merit than that of bringing into one 
compendium whatever he thought 
was most excellent in so many va- 
luable writers. 

. After this little work was first 
committed to the press, the Editor 
was favoured by an ingenious friend 
with the short Account of the se* 
veral sects and heresies that pre- 
vailed in the times of Christ and 
his apostles. A general knowledge 
of those is so necessary to our right 

understanding 
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imderstanding the sacred writings, 
in which one or other of them are 
constantly alluded to, that this work 
would have been imperfect without 
it ; it is therefore prefixed, by way 
of Introduction. In compiling this 
brief sketch, the Writer acknow- 
ledges himself indebted^ not only 
to the valuable works of Godwyn, 
Prideaux, Calmet, and Stackhouse, 
but to the very learned System of 
Ecclesiastical History by Mr Chan* 
cellor Mosheim, of the University 
of Gottingen. 

To the same friend the Editor 
is also indebted for the short Ana- 
lysis or Key to the Prophecies con- 
tained in the Revelations, with which 
this Httle book is concluded. 
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OF THE 

JEWISH SECTS OR PARTIES 

ALLUDED TO 

IN THE GOSPELS- 



The Pharisees. 

J- HE Pharisees were a sect among the Jews, 
fhat had subsisted at least above a century 
and half before the appearance of our Saviour. 
They affected the most profound regard for the 
Law of God, and the Sacred Books ; but for 
the interpretation of them, and the manner in 
which they were to be obeyed, they depend- 
ed chiefly upon traditional accounts. These 
traditions encumbered religion with a thousand 
frivolous observances, which drew off" the mind 
from the more important matters of the law ; 
and made men look upon themselves as holy 
and acceptable to God, not so much from theii^ 
moral conduct and observance of divine insti- 
tutions, as from their conformity to cert»ii 
modes and punctilios of mere human invention, 
introduced among them under pretence of be- 
ing the Traditions of the Elders*. Hence 
their more than ordinary strictness in wearing 

the 

* Ancient! 
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the phylactery, and ^gularity In enlarging the 
borders or fringes of their garments *. Hence 
their superstition about the Sabbath, as if it 
had been unlawful on that day to walk in the 
fields, or to pluck *the ears of com, or to cure 
the sick, or to aid one's neighbour. Hence, 
too, their peculiar zeal and pretence to purity, 
in the demureness wiih which they fasted ; the 
exactness with which they payed their tithes ; 
the ostentation' with which they prayed, per- 
forming that duty not only aloud, but in the 
iDost pubUc turnings of the streets ; the ardop 
with which they encompassed sea and land to 
make proselytes or converts to their sect ; their 
frequent washing, not only of themselves, but 
of their vestments and utensils i and their hold- 
ing at a distance, or separating themselves, not 
mLj from Pagans, but from all such Jews as 
complied not with their peculiarities. To this 
last circumstance they seem to have owed the 
name oi their sect ; the w(^d Pharisee being 
derived frcwn a verb in the Hebrew f, which 
signifies to divide or separate. This sect, how- 
ever, not only held the soul to be immortal, 
but 1;^ some slight notioQ3 of a resurrection, 

believing 

t^ titt Fkylacteriea wore little scvotb of pavclittent bound 
Id tiKirforehead& and wrkts, on whidi were writteB texts oT 
Scripture^ taken from Exod. xiii. 9. 16. and Beut. vi. 8. xi. IS. 
With regard to their borders and fringes, the reader will find 
the Qri|;i]i of this distinction in Numb. xv. 38. Pent. xxii.. 1^. 
' \ Vr\Q% PhoTMh, To divide. 
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believing that on some occasions the sotil might 
again reanimate a bodj : whence their con* 
jecture about Christ upon Ms first appearance^ 
that he was either John the Baptist, or Eiias^ 
or one of the old Prophets : and hence, too, 
notwithstanding the violence with which they 
had opposed the personal ministry of Jesus, 
that aptitude thej displayed in after-times, be- 
yond some of the other Jevrish sects, to fall in 
with his revelation. 

The Scribes. 

THE word Scribes, as that denomination 
occurs in the New Testament, appears to be 
the title, not of any particular sect, distinguish- 
ed firom all others as to their modes of practice, 
or belief, but a general term applicable to all 
those of whatever sect, who made the Law of 
Moses, and the Prophetical and Sacred Books 
their peculisir study, so as to become capable 
of commenting upon them, and thence of pub- 
licly instructing the people. This office seems, 
however, to have been confined to the descen- 
dents of Levi, who being very numerous, and 
not at all times engaged in the immediate ser- 
vice of the temple, had leisure and opportu- 
nity enough to ' qualify themselves for this 
duty, being imembarrassed with secular em- 
ployments, and liberally provided for among 
all the other tribes. It appears indeed from 

B3 the 
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the ftecj^ni moiiiioo that, is madd ia the Gos« 
pei of tb« Sorib^sandi Pharisees ia eoojuactkn, 
tMt tke gFeatesI iMtmiber of Jewish teachers ov 
doictQf s of the Law * (fox these are expressioiia 
equivalent to Serihe)^ were ajb that tims of the 
Pharasaiica} sect. In the Old Te^it^enl we 
qjte^ with the^ term Serih^ in^ a secitlaar sense^r 
aa defioting sonxetiones a secretly of state^ 
2 Sam* viii. 17. xx. 25. ; sometix»es a princi- 
pal clerk in a court of judicature^ Malt. ii. 4^ 
1 Maccab. v. 42* ; and sometimes a commis-^ 
sary or muster-master in the army, 2 Chron, 
yxnp 11. 2 Kings XXV. 19* ; a^d although it 
is probable that a duly qualified man belong^^ 
ing to any of the other tribes might be adsnit-- 
tsd into any of these employments, yet the su- 
perior opportunity that the descendents of Levi 
oqoy^i for aJl sorts of Uteraiy impiwemeats. 
tegadsv^ it Ukely that they were generally pre- 
ferred^ especially in ancient times^ even to». 
thejse (kpartmisnts.^ 

Tke Sadducees^ 

THE most ancient sect 8m<mg the Jewfih 
was that of the Sadducees. This name maj^ 
either be derived from the Hebrew wordi^^i^^ 
which signifiesytt^£^tf ; or from a certain teach* 

* So the original word ^onld have been rendered, where 
ki oar translatten'^t is iiDproperly eipressed by tile modcMt 
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er amcMig the Jews called Sadoc. The fotmer 
seems to bare been the origin of tlie apfielku- 
tkm, accordmg to the aceovai of the Stddticeet 
theiDselves^ the latter, acccHpdkig to Ibe m^ 
GiKuat glveo q£ them by the Fbanseeft in the 
Tataiad. If we acknit the former den^atioo^ 
it asMgas no fiisEed date <)£ the antiquity ef t)u» 
sect ; if the laiter^ it asceirtaine their riae to 
have been but a few years before that of the 
Pharisees. But be this as it aaay, the Saddvbv. 
cees seem to barre been originally strict adbe^ 
rents to the Mosaie kistkotien, andi toi the c»» 
nonical books, only interpreting them ia the 
most literal sense, and rejecting all other ex-^ 
plieatioas. The sufierier estimation ia which 
they held: the Pentateuch, or writings of Mo>»- 
ses^ to all other compo^tions in the sacred eoL« 
l^ctitto, gof^e rise: in all ^ofaabiHfjr totlke-re* 
port of their- adversaries, that they entkely re«* 
jeeted the autbcrity o£ the rest ; and the daubts^ 
they entertained about a future state, a doctrine 
not clearly revealed in the writings of Moses, 
and about any appearances of angels or spirits 
aauMig' m^Oi since the finJAing of the Jewish 
canon, seam to have at fisst given a handle tor 
the Pharisees of rendisring them suspected of 
irreligicMi, which in aU probability was after- 
wards confirmed by men of loose principles 
sheltering themselves under their name . This, , 
bowever, is certain, that at the time of our Sa- 
viour 
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viour this sect is reputed to have held doctrines 
that were thoroughly impious *. For they are 
said to have denied the resurrection of the 
dead, the being of angels, and all existence of 
the spirits or souls of men departed. It was 
their opinion, that there is no spiritual Being 
1>ut God only ; that as to man, this world is 
his all i that, at his death, body and soul die 
together never to live more ; and that, there- 
fore, there is no future reward nor punish- 
ment. They acknowledged that God made 
this world by his power, and governs it by his 
providence ; and, for the carrying on this go- 
vernment, hath ordained rewards and punish- 
ments, but that they do not extend beyond this 
world. In a word, they seem to have been 
Epicureans in all respects, excepting only that 
they allowed that God made the world by his 
power, and governs it by his providence. At 
the same time that they held these loose no- 
tions, they are said to have had a bigotted at- 
tachment to the law of Moses ; and, whether 
it proceeded from this, or their considering our 
Saviour as a seditious person, they soon joined 
with the Pharisees in bringing Christ and his 
disciples to death : for Caiaphas, who was of 
this sect, and who was High-priest of the Jews 
at that time, was he who condemned Jesus to be 

crucified ; ' 

♦ Vide Prideaux. 
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crucified ; and Ananus the younger *^ another 
of this sect^ put to death St James the brother 
of our Lord. 

The Herodians. 

OF the Herodians we meet with nothuig 
among ancient writers^ except in the New 
Testament itself ; where also ^niention is nxade 
of certain GaUleans^ whose blood Pilate min« 
g|ed with their sacrifices, and who are describ- 
ed elsewhere in the New Testaxpent as halving 
made an insmrrection against the government, 
and are called mnrderers im: Sicariif • The 
learned Calmet takes an opportunity hence of 
imputing tothose called Hetodians whateverwas 
done by these Galileans, and thinks they were 
called Herodians by the other Jews, because 
Galilee at that time was under the command 
of Herod, sunuuned Antipas. But when we 
reflect that this insurrection happened long be* 
fore Christ entered upon his public ministry, 
even as early as the tenth year of hia age, 
when the insurgents were entirely routed, and 
the party dispersed, whereas the Herodians 
are mentioned as still flourishing at the very 
time when Christ was employed in his nxis- 

sion, 

^ Son of Annas the High-priest, mentioned in the Gospel ; 
who is also called Ananus by Josephus. 

f Acts xzi. 38. See a further account of this sect or party, 
p. 25. under the name of Gaulanites. 



52 INTRODUCTION. 

sion, we cannot forbear assenting to the ju- 
dicious conjectures of Dr Prideaux and others^ 
who look upon the Herodians, not as a reli* 
gious sect, biit a political party, who began to 
become eminent in the days of Herod the Great, 
as favouring his claims, and those of his pa* 
trons the Romans, to the sovereignty of Judea. 
Some of these, no doubt, might be weak 
enough to imagine, that Herod was the Mes- 
siah, or wicked enough to pretend that they 
did, in order to serve his cause ; and would be 
ready to vindicate his conduct, when, the bet- 
ter to pay his court to the Romans, he conse- 
crated temples to some" of their false deities. 
And this party having begun in the time of 
Herod the Great, may well be supposed to 
have continued long afterwards in favour and 
power, by the indulgence of the Herods, and 
influence of the Romans. That leaven, there- 
fore, of theirs, against whldi our Saviour warns 
his hearers, Mark viii. 15. must, in this case, 
have been, either their false conceptions of the 
Messiah, or their pliantness and conformity to 
idol-worship, or both. 



OF 
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When the religion of Jesus began to be 
spread abroad in the worlds it had not onlj to 
straggle with avowed adversaries, such as the 
Jew and the Pagan, bj whom its professors 
were exposed to all manner of external dis- 
grace and calamities ; but it had to support 
itself in its native purity, dignity, and excel- 
lence, against the corrupt doctrines which ma- 
ny of those whom it received into its commu- 
nity had brought with them from the Jewish 
or Pagan systems ; for under these two deno- 
minations were all mankind at that time in- 
cluded ; and both so very corrupt as to be far 
more capable of imparting infection, than of 
becoming pure. 

I. 

OF the Jews who became Christians, 
there were, besides such as had been of the 
sect of the Pharisees, &c. others, that had im- 
bibed 
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bibed the particular opinions of the Essenes 
and the GaulanitesV 

^ . The Essenes. 

THE Essenes seem to have been of a very- 
remote antiquity. They might take their rise 
from that dispersion of their nation, which 
happened after their being carried captive into 
Babylon. The principal charscter of this sect 
was, that they chose retirement, were sober, 
l¥ere industrious ; had all things in common ; 
psaA the highest regard to the moral precepts 
of the law, Imt neglected the ceremonial, any 
faarther than what regarded bodily cleanliness, 
the observation df the Sabbath, and msddng 
am aifiimd present to the temple at Jerusalem. 
thtf never associated with women, nor ad* 
mitted t3iem into their retreats i but gladly 
embraced every hkr opportunity of supporting 
trnd enlarging their society, by rearing, breed* 
ihg, educating, iHsd instructing other men's 
children, as if they had been their own. By 
fte most sacred vows, though they were in ge- 
neral averse to swearifig, or to requiring an 
oath, they bound all whom ^ey initiated 
among them, to the observance of piety, jus- 
tice, fidelity, and modesty ; to conceal the se- 
erets of the fraternity, preserve the boeks of 
their instructors, and wi^ great care comme* 
morate the names of the angels. Ta tbcxn, in 

aU 
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ft& likelihood, the Apostle alludes, nrhen lie in- 
veighs against those who forbid to marrj-, who 
cominaflid to abstaitt from meat; and who, 
through a vidimtary tuunilitT', pay worship to 
angels. But a more particular description of 
these errors the reader will find below in the 
iccotmt of the I^ Epitftk^to Timotfaj. 

The GmUanites* 

Tht^ Gaulaniites were Galileans, who had 
this name gmat diem from one Judas Theu* 
dflsy a AOtiTe of Cianlan, in upper Galilee ; 
wfto, in the XOtb year of Jesus Christ, which 
was the last of Augustus, and ten years after 
Ibe dsadi of Herod the Great, excited his coun** 
trymen the Galileans, and many others of the 
Jewsy to- take arms and venture upon all qx» 
Iramitieft, rather t&an pay tribute to the Ro* 
ttuuuk The princi{des he infused into his paiw 
ty were, not only that they were a free nation^ 
and ought to be in subjectioh to no other, but 
tba^they were the elect of God ; that he alone 
was their Govemcn: ; and tfaat^ therefore, the/ 
ought not to submit to any ordin&nce of man* 
And though he was unsuccessful, insomuch 
that his party, in their yery first attempt, were 
entirely routed and dispersed ; yet, so deeply 
had he infused his own enthusiasm into their 
minds, that they never rested, till in their own 
destsoction they involved the city and temple. 

G To 
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To this wild and fanatic party seem to be ad^ 
(kessed many of those passages in the New 
Testament, wherein obedience to magistracy 
i3 so piously and rationally inculcated. 

The Nazarents. 

The Pharisees seem to have composed the 
chief body of those Christian converts, who in 
the earlier times were distinguished by the ap- 
pellation of Nazarenes. These, though they 
embraced Christianity, yet entered so little in- 
to the real spirit and genius of it, that they 
were still fond of the beggarly elements and 
carnal ordinances of the Ceremonial Law. To 
repress this their inordinate superstition, seems 
to have been the intention of the severity with 
which the Law is treated in the Apostolic 
writings, where not only circumcision is ex- 
claimed against, but we are taught to let no 
man judge us with regard to meats or drinks, 
or the observance of holy-days, or of the new 
moon, or of the Sabbath ; which were a sha- 
dow of things to come, whereof Christ is the 
substance *. 

IL 
77/e Gnostics. ; 

OF the Gentiles who were converted to 

Christianity, the most dangerous and pemi- 

• cious 
« See GoL u. le. See. . f 
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cious kind- were those who were Infected with 
the Egyptian Philosophy : a system, as it was 
then taught, entirely chimerical and ahsurd. 
The Christians of this sort assmned to theni- 
selves the name of Gnostics ; a word of Greek 
derivation, implying a knowledge superior to 
that of other men. This word does not occur 
in the New Testament ; but 

The NicolaitanSy 

of whom mention is made in the Apocalypse 
of St John *, seem to have been of the Gnostic 
sect ; as were also , 

The Cerinthiam; 

for most of the errors f maintained by Cerin-» 
thus, and opposed in the Gospel of St John^ 
may be derived from the same source. 

When we say the Gentile converts wer^ 
chiefly liable to the Gnostic infection, we must 
not be understood to exclude those of the Jew* 
ish-race, many of whom w^re tainted with it, 
but they seem to have derived it frc^n the £s* 
senest* 



The 



* See this sect described in^ note to Revelations. 
t See them described at laige in the account of St JohnH, 
GospeL. 
} See the account of the first Epistle to TiiaQthy, Ice. 
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The Egyptian Philosophy, 

THE xnaintflinerB of this philosophy held, 
that the supreme Beings though infinitely per- 
ibct and happy, was not the Creator of the uni- 
wrse, nor the only independent Being : for^ 
iKcordmg io thexn, matter too was etemaL 
The supreme Betng, who resides in the im^ 
mensity of space, which they call pleron^^ or 
fulness, produced from himself, say they, other 
immortal and spiritual natures, stiled by thein 
Mons*^ who fillad the residence of the Deity 
with beings similar to themselves. Of these 
beings some were placed in the higher regions, 
others in the lower* Those in the lower re- 
gions were nighest to the place of matter, 
which cnrigiaally was an inert and formless 
mass, till one of them, without any conunis- 
sion h^rxx the Deity, and merely to diew his 
own dext^ity, reduced it into form and orderi 
and enlivened some parts of it with animal 
,Q»irit* The Being who achieved all this, 
^fchey called the Demiurgusf. But such waa 
the perverseness of matter, that, when brought 
into form, it was the source of all evil. The 

supreme 

^ Mon in Greek, properly ngniiies the Age of man, but 
fiaving been employed by philoaopbert to eiqifesi the duradon 
#f spiritual and invisible beings, the beingrthemselvet were 
afterwards figuratively called Motu^, or Durations, 8uu 

\ IIk opecttor, artificer, ot workman* 
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supreme Being, therefore, never intended to 
have given it a form ; but as that had been 
now done, he, in order to prevent mischief as 
much as possible, added to the animal spirit of 
many of the enlivened parts, raticmal powers. 
The parts to whom rational powers were thus 
given, were the original parents of the human 
race ; the other animated parts were the brute- 
creation. Unluckily, however, the interposi- 
tion of the supreme Being was in vain ; for 
the Demiurgus grew so aspiring, that he se- 
duced men from their allegiance to the su- 
preme Being, and diverted all their devotion 
to himself. 

These are the outlines of this phantastic 
philosophy. The corruptions flowing from it, 
when adapted to Christianity, were these: 
They held that the God of the Jews was the 
Demiurgus ; that to overthrow and subvert 
the power and dominion of this Demiurgus^ 
Jesus^ one of the celestial ^ons, was sent by 
the supreme Being to enter into the body of 
the man Christ, in the shape of a dove ; that 
Christ, by his miracles and sufferings, subvert- 
ed the kingdom of the Demiurgus ; but when 
he came to suffer, the ^on Jesus carried along 
with himself the soul of Christ, and left be- 
hind upon the cross, only his body and animal 
spirit : That the Old Testament ought to be 
rejected, as having been the means whereby 

C a the 
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the Demiurgus supported his influence amonj^ 
men ; that the serpent who deceived Eve^ 
ought to be honoured for endeavouring to 
rescue men firom their slavery to the Demi»> 
urgus ; and) finally^ that we ought not to mar<* 
fjr^ or procreate duldren, because, in so doings 
we generate matter, which is the source of all 
evil ; and that there is no resurrection of the 
body, because the body 29 material. 

Against this philosophy, and not against 
true science of any kind, are all those texts of 
the New Testament levelled, which seem to 
arraign philosophy. This is that philosophy 
which is there described as vain, deceitful, tra^ 
ditionary ; formed upon the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Christ. These ^e the 
profane and old wives fables ; the endless ge-* 
aealogies, vain babblings, and oppositions of 
science falsely so called, which we are to re« 
ject, and not to give heed to* And of theae 
Sophists, or Gnostics, as they called them* 
selves, the apostles write, when they say, 
^ There are certain men crept in unawareSf 
^ who were before of o]4 ordained to this con* 
^ demnation ; imgodly naen, turning the graco 
^ of our God into lasciviousness, and denying 
^^ the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus 
** Christ," Jude 4- And again, ^ Now if 
^ Christ be preached that he rose from the 
^ dead, how say some among you, that there 

**2a 
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^^is no resurrection of the dead?" 1 Cor. 
XV. 12. 



To this Introduction may not improperly be sub* 
joined a short Abstract of the Chronology of our 
Lard^s Public Ministry ^ as proposed by Sir Isaac 
Newton^ and some other critics^ who make it to 
have lasted Jive passovers : but the more gene^ 
ral opinion is^ that, it only continued three years^ 
and was included in four passovers. Some cri* 
tics reduce it even to a stUl shorter period^r^S^ 
the controversy on this subject between Dr New* 
ton, Bishop of Waterford, and Dr Priestley. 

b is here copied from Mr Bowyer^s Conjectures on 
the New Testament^ &c. 8to. 1772, a work 
eqtutHy teamed tmd curiams^ See bis Preface, 
p. 51. 
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The fifteenth of Tiberi, 
« the jear 4T42, of the Ju 

^ oecame warm « 

^^to^bapt^ze. Lufceiii. 

A.D Tib, The First Passo^ 
^'- "-It. Wednesday, ; 

Christ's baptis, 
'^e maj suppose 

«ei7thof Tib< 
°&g till Aug., g 

to Judeo . „*-: J , 
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A. D. Tib. of Gralilee, Mat. iv. 12. A no- 
bleman of Capernaum went to 
hzm there, and desired he would 
come and heal his son. He did 
not go, bat said, ^^ Go, thj aon 
^HTeth." Johniv. 

After some time there, he passed 
through the midst of the peo- 
ple, and dw«lt in Capernaum^ 
/ Luke iv. 
^2» 17-lB. The Second Passover, Mondaj, 

April 14. He called Peter, An- 
drew, James and John : preach- 
ed the Sermon on the Mount, 
Mat. V. ; whither multitudes 
followed him from Jerusalem, 
where he had been at the Feast. 
When the winter was coming 
on, he went to the feast of Ta- 
bernacles in September, Mat. 
viii. 19. 29. Luke ix. 51. 57. 

He went about the villages of Ga- 
lilee, teaching in their syna- 
gogues, and working many mL- 
racles. Mat. ix. Sent forth the 
twelve. Mat. x. Received a 
message from John the Bap- 
tist. Upbraided the cities of 
Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Ca- 
pernaum, because they repent- 
ed 



«i>les, goin 
fields, rubb, 
'«Jds, Mat 

** prime Sab 
second of th< 

ofthePassov, 
Sunday. 

^^ Sealed a n«tt 
_<Ja7,Mat.xii. 

^« Pharisees CO, 

™™»^^nhew 
^«- »i. 14. 

He spake in a shit 

f; of the seeds, 
*«^ds, Mat.xiii 

a«7 infer it was X 
""^,*h»t the feast 
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CH&IST'S MIKIST&T. %§ 

A.« D. Tib. Twelve returned^ having been 

abroad a year, and told him of 
John's being beheaded. He de- 
parted privately in a ship to 
Bethsaida. Fed five thousand in 
the desert. Mat. xiv. Luke ix. 
John vi. 4. 

3i. 19*20. The Fourth Passover, Friday, 

April 23. John vi. 4. to which 
he went not up, John vii. !• 
Henceforward he was found on 
the coast of Tyre and Sidon, 
then by the sea of Galilee, next 
on the coast of Cesarea Philippi, 
and lastly at Capernaum, Mat. 
zv. 21. 29. xvi. 3. xvii. 34* 
Went privately to the feast of 
Tabernacles in Autumn, John 
vii. 2. The Jews thought to 
stone him, but he escaped, John 
viii. 59. Went to the feast of 
Dedication in winter, John x. 
22. The Jews seeking to kill 
him he fled beyond Jordan, John 
X. 39. 40. Mat. xix. 1. On the 
death of Lazarus came to Be* 
thany, John xi. 7. 18. Walk* 
ed no more openly, but retired 
to Ephraim, a city in the wild- 
erness, till 

The 
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NEW TESTAMENT. 



X HE sacred writings, which Christians re- 
ceive as divinely inspired, are called in general 
Scripture^ or The Scriptures^ a word which 
literally signifies Writings or The Writings. 
This title often occurs in the New Testament^ 
2 Tim. iii. 16. Luke iv. 21* and was com- 
monly applied^ in the time of our Saviour, to 
denote the books received by the Jews sit the 
role of faith : it has since been extended to 
the writings of the apostles, 2 Pet. iii. 16. and 
evangelists, as completing the whole of divine 
revelation ; so that the writings of the Old 
and New Testament are indiscriminately call- 
ed by Christians, by way of distinction^ Scrip* 
ture^ or the Scriptures. 

D The 
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The whole cdllection of these sacred writlti| 
IS called the Bible. This word original] 
signifies Booi^ and is given to the writings < 
the prophets and apostles by way of em 
nence. These collectively are called the Boo 
or Bible^ the Book of Boohs ^ as superior in e: 
cellence to all others in the world. 

The holy Scriptures are divided into tl 
Old and New Testament. The former coi 
tains the books written under the old dispei 
sation of the law of Moses ; the latter, thoj 
published imder the new dispensation of tl 
gospel. 

The New Testament (containing the insp; 
red books written after Christ's ascension inl 
heaven) is entifled in Greek, H KAINH Ai/ 
eKKH, a title which was early borrowed b 
the church from Scripture, (Mat. xxvi. 2^ 
Gal. iii. 17. Hcb. viii. 8. ix. 15. 20.), an 
authorized by St Paul himself, 2 €(»:• iii. 1^ 

This title, according to the passages of Serif 
ture whence it is taken^ should be renderc 
tJo^Humt, And in this view, the new covenof 
signifies, ^ A book containing the terms Of tb 
^ new covenant between God and man J' Bi 
according to the meaning of the primitii; 
church, which bestowed this title, it is n( 
altogether improperly rendered New Teste 
meni >• as being that wherein the Christian' 
inheritance is sealed to him as a son and hei 
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cyf God^ and wherein the death of Chrigt as a 
testatCMT, Heb. ix. 16, 17. is related at large^ 
and applied to our benefits As this title im- 
plies, that in the gospel unspeakable gifts are 
given or bequeadied to us, antecedent to all con- 
diti<ms required of us, the title of Testament 
may be retakied, although that of Covenant it 
most exact and proper. 

The sacred writings of the New Testament 
are all handed down to us in the Greek lan- 
guage, which was that most generally under- 
stood at the time they were written, and are 
part Historical, part Epistolary, and part Pro- 
phetical *. Of the former are, 

The Four Gospels. 
TfEE word EYArrEAiOK, EwmgiKum^ 
(Gospel) signifies in Greek authors any joy- 
ful tidings, and is exactly answerable to our 
English word Gospel^ which is derived from 
the Saxon words God, good^ and Spel, speech 
cm: tidings^ In the New Testament this term 
is confined to ^ The glad tidings of thd actual 
•* coming of the Messiah," and is even - op- 
posed to the prophecies concerning Christ, 
Rom. i. 1, 2. So in Mat. xi. 5. our Lord 
says, ** The poor have the gospel preached to 
• them :'* i. e. The coming of the Messiah is 
preached to the poor. Hence the church gave 

the 

♦ Viz. Reyelatioas; 
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TABLE 

OrTHK 

HISTORICAL BO 

With the places when and wh< 
according to Mr Micha 

^tMATTHiw. JuDKA, or Bear iL 

In Hebrew, for the Use of the He 
;5t Mawc. i^oj^j 

For the Use of the Romans who unde 

Hebrew. 

«tXTOE. Alexandjiia. 

For the Use of the Gentile Christians 
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Dr Mill and Dr Lardner concur for the most 
part in these dates^ &c. only the latter thinks 
St Matthew's Gospel was writ in Greek about 
A. D. 64 ; that St Mark's was also penned 
the same year ; and that St Luke's Gospel 
and Acts of the Apostles were first published 
in Greece. Dr Mill thinks St John's Gospel 
was written so late as the year 97^ not long 
before his death. 

It is the general opinion of these, and al- 
most all other critics, that the first three 
Evangelists had not seen each other's Gospels 
when they composed their own, except St 
Mark, who is allowed to have abridged that 
of St Matthew : But an ingenious writer * 
has lately compared the several Gospels to- 
gether in the original language, and thinks he 
hath discovered strong internal proofs of the 
contrary : he has therefore ofiered a new ar- 
rangement^ according to the following table. 



* Dr Owen. See his Obsenrations on the Four GospcUs, 
•m 1764. 

D3 
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SCHEME 

Of the Times, Places, and Occasions of writing 
the Gospels, according to Dr Owen. 

Gospels. Places. A. D. 

St Matthew's. Jerusalem. abont 38^ 

For tbe Use of the Jewish Converts. 

St LuKE*s. Ct)RiNTH/ about &^3 

For the Use of the Gentile Coirvertsj 

St Mark's. Rome. about 63 

For the Use of CSiristians at large. 

tft John's. Ephesvs. about 69 

To confute the Gerinthian and other Heresies. 

This ingenious writer thinks St Matthew 
wrote his Gospel for the use of the churches 
at Palestine, then composed of Jewish con- 
verts, and adapted to the condition of the 
times, and nature of their circumstances. 

** When the Gentiles were admitted into 
the Christian church, St Luke, as the exi- 
gence of their state required, strengthened 
their faith by another Gospel, accommodated 
to their special use. 

**And 

* This, and the date of St Luke's Gospel, are controvexf « 
ed in the following pages ; however, the general airaa^ 
ment mxy be allowed to stand !bero. 
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** And when the invidious distinction be- 
tween Jew and Grentile had well nigh ceased^ 
St Mark, wisely rejecting the many peculia- 
rities of these two Gospels, compacted a third 
out of their most important contents, for the 
benefit and instruction of Christians at large. 

*^ And afterwards, when the church was in- 
fested by heretics, St John undertook to con- 
fute their errors from the life and conversation 
of Christ, which produced the last of these 
Gospels, and afforded the author an oppor- 
tunity of relating several remarkable things 
which had been omitted by h^s predecessors.'' 

** These four Gospels, he thinks, form one 
complete system of divinity ; and if we read 
them in the order they are here placed in, we 
shall find them improving on one another, and 
yet all conspiring to one end, to a perfect re- 
presentation of revealed religion. Each of the 
authors consulted the writings of his prede- 
cessors ; and, either by the additions of facts^ 
explanation of terms, or confirmation of doc- 
trines, contributed something to the common 
stock, and the general instruction of Chris- 
tians. They likewise quoted each other's 
words, and thereby recommended each other's^ 
histories ; by which means they became not 
only mutual vouchers for the truth of these 
genuine Gospels, but at the same time joint 
opposers of all those spurious ones that were 

impiously 



««A cuurclies. A: 

he wrote his own, it was 
world with the knowledge, 
perhaps testimony of all th 
Thus was the whole evange 
closed, and the evangelical 
npon the firmest gromid, anc 
AcraUe aathoritj." 



or THE 

GOSPEL 

JkCCOlDIVO TO 

St MATTHEW. 



IhTs Gospel was written before the other 
three* The author of it was an eje-witness 
of most of the facts he relate^, having been 
earlj called to the apostolic office by Christ 
himself. See Matt. ix. 9. Besides the name 
of Matthew, he had also that of Levi, being 
the son of Alpheus ; but not of that Alpheus 
or Cleophas, who was the father of James, &c. 
Matt. X* 3* He was originally bj profession 
a publican, or collector of the Roman tax%i. 
His office consisted in gathering the customs 
of such commodities as came bj the sea of 
Galilee, and in receiving tribute from such 
passengers as went by water. This lucrative 
post he cheerfully quitted for the sake of 
Christ, to whom he became a faithful attend- 
ant, and eye-witness of all his miracles. 

In what year St Matthew wrote his Gospel 
is not agreed by ancient writers ; some dating 
it in the year of Christ 41t others in 49, and 

others 
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Others between the years 61 and 64. This 
last account is gathered from Irenseus, and is 
what the most judicious modem critics * are 
inclined to prefer ; not onlj as Irenseus wa» 
the most ancient of those who have given the 
circumstance of time, but for other reasons. 
The Hebrews suffered about that time a heaver 
persecution, which almost drove them to apos* 
tacj, and obliged St Pitul to write his Epistle 
to them. In these circumstances nothing could 
be of more expediency and use to them, than 
> history of the miracles and re»irrectioa of 
Christ* It is most probable, therefore, that 
both his Gospel and the Epistle to the He» 
brews were written with the same view, to 
preserve the Christians of Judea in the faith. 

Again, this Gospel contains several plain 
predictioiis of the miseries and desolation of 
Jerusalem, and of the overthrow of the tenw 
I^ &c. besides many other figmrative inriina^ 
tions of the same thing, which could not sa£ely 
1>e published to all the world in writiag, till 
towards the conclusion of the Jewish stste. 

An ingenious writer f has latdiy prc^osed 
a much earlier date of St Matthew's Gospel. 
He indeed thinks that it was writ in a time o% 

persecutioa 

* MicHaelis is for the year 61. Lardaer is for 64. See 
also Basnage, &c. ^ 

I Dr Owen. See hit ObservationB on the Four Go6peI|^ 
Sva p.22» 
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* 

j>erdecutiox^ for the use of the Jews ; but then 
he supposes it was in that first persecution 
which raged in Palestine after the death of 
the martyr Stephen, about the year of Christ 
38, in the second year of the emperor Cali* 
g^ola. 

There is however a capital objection to this 
very early date \ and that is, the great clear- 
ness with which the comprehensive design of 
the Christian dispensation, as extending to the 
whole entile world, is unfolded in this Gos- 
pel** Whereas it is well known and allowed 
by all, that for a while our Lord's disciples 
laboured under Jewish prejudices, and that 
they did not fully understand all his discourses* 
at the time they were spoken. They could 
not clearly discern the extensive design of the 
gospel scheme, till after St Peter had been at 
the house of Cc^nelius, and there received 
Gentile converts into the church without cir- 
cumcision f, nor indeed till after the gospel 
had been preached abroad in foreign countries 
by St Paul and other apostles. 

Now, if we turn to St Matthew's Gospel, 
we every where find the enlarged views of his 
divine Master represented in too dear a man- 
ner to admit a doubt that the writer was ig- 
norant 

* Vide John zvi. 12,-— 14. and other passageSi 
f Acts, chap. & This event is placed by CSuonologists 
about the year 39. 



derstood the calling of the Gentiles 
rejection of the Jews, may be infern 
several passages. Chap. viii. 10. 12. : 
46. zzii. 1. 14. He had also a dist 
prehension of the extent of our Lord' 
dom and the progress of his doctrine, \ 
recorded those parables in chap. xiii. 
is probable he had some knowledge 
gospel having been preached out of 
when he put down that declaration cod 
the woman in chap. xxvi. 13. 

There is also an expression used 
twice, intimating that some considerab 
of time had elapsed between the ev 
the time when this Gospel was writtei 
chap, xxvii. 8. and chap, xxviii. 15.* 

Whoever weic^hs all these circun 
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« 

Christians of Palestine about the year 61, thaQi 
in the inoie early one in 38. For it is the 
mnanimous l^inion of antiquity, that 

^ St Matthew wrote his Gospel for the ser- 
vice of the Jews in Palestine % with a view to 
COfifirm those who believed, and to convert, if 
possible, those who believed not.'* This opi« 
iiion is supported by several passages of his 
Gospel. Thus the evangelist begins with the 
gtatdlogy of Christ firom Abraham^ which^ 
agreeably to the Jewish custom, he gives ac« 
cording, to the legal descent by Joseph his 
supposed father ; ded^ucing it down from Abnu 
ham through David, to shew his title to the 
kingd<Mn of Israel. Thus also he refers often 
to Jewish customs ; relates the most of our 
Saviour's discourses against Jewish errors and 
superstitions, chap, xxiii. 1,— -33. ; quotes the 
greatest number of passages firom the Jewish 
Scriptures ; answers the most considerable Jew- 
ish objections ; and frequently makes use of 
Ihe terms and phrases of Jewish theology. 

That this evangelist wrote in a time of per- 
secution, appears from the msaiy useful lessons 
which he gives to comfort and support the 
suffering Christians, and to moderate, win 
over, or at least deter the persecuting Jews. 

With 

* Origen, apfod Euseb. L. vi. c. 25. Hieron. U Hieophylact 
in Mat.— Vide Dr Owen, passim. 

E 
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With regkrd to the Christians, he informs 
them that their afflictions were no more than 
ivhat they had been taught to expect, and had 
engaged to bear, when thej embraced the gos- 
pel, chap. X. 21, 22. 34,— 36. xvi. 24.: That 
their sufferings were useful to them as trials 
of their fdth, chap. v. 11. xxiv. 9^—13. : 
That a cowardly desertion of the gospel would 
only expose them to greater calamities, and 
cut them oif from the hopes of heaven, chap. 
X. 28. 32, 33. 39. : That they might lawfully 
use means of preservation, when consistent 
with innocence, chap. x. 16, 17. 23. : That 
the observance of the rules of the gospel was 
an excellent means to soften the fury of their 
enemies, chap. v. 39. vii. 12. 24,— 27. v. 13, 
—20. : And that it was better to suffer mar- 
tyrdom, than by any base compliance to incur 
God's displeasure, chap. xvi. 25, — 27« x. 28* 
- On the other hand, with regwd to the un- 
merciful Jews, he tries to soften their preju- 
dices, and engage them in the practice of meek- 
ness and charity, chap. ix. 13. To this end 
he inculcates the amiableness of a conipas^ 
sionate and benevolent disposition, chap. v. 
3, — 48. xviii. 23, — 35. ; its advantages here, 
•and rewards hereafter, chap. v. 5. 7« 9. x. 40, 
—42. xviii. 23, — 35. v. 21, — 26. xxv.31,— ^ 
46. He reminds them of the judgments in- 
flicted on their fathers for the cruel treatment 

of 
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of the prophets, and that thejr might expect 
worse if they persisted in the ways of cruelty, 
chap, zxiii. 27|-^39« x. 14, 15. ; for that God, 
though longf-sufiering, would at last vindicate 
his elect, and punish their oppressors with a 
general destruction, chap. xxiv. l. &c. 

St Matthew is said by ancient writers to 
have written his Gospel originally in Hebrew 
or Syriac, out of which it was early translated, 
either by himself, or some other apostolic 
writer, into Greek, as being the more univer- 
sal language. However, some judicious critics 
among the modems, by examining the internal 
structure of the Greek text, have found reason 
to. believe that the ancients were mistaken in 
this respect, and that the Greek copy is not a 
version, but the original *. 

After all, whether the present Gospel was 
the original or the translation, it is agreed on 
all hands to be of divine authority, being pub- 
lished m the apostolic age, imiversally recei- 
ved by the Christian church as authentic, and 
many passages of it being (as a learned writer 
has lately shewn f) incorporated into the Gros- 

pels 

* See Lardner, Jortin, Doddridge, Wetstein, Basnage, 8cc 
However, the contrary opinion is maintained with no slight 
arguments by StCchaelis. 

t See Dr Owen's Observations on the Four Gospels. By 
way of specimea, compare Mark iv. I, — 9. with Matt. ziii« 
l'«— 9^ ; ftiid Mark siv. 26y^^6, with Matt^ xxvi. 30^*50. 

8a 



fltgain^ eonptre tiu^ m. i^^-f. willv Matt, i 

kr ui. 7, — 9. with Matt iii. 7,-10. Luke iii 
h Matt. iii. 11, 12. Liike xii. 22, — 31. with 
->-33. Luke vii. 20. 22,--2S. with Matt. xi. 3.- 
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ACCORDIKO TO 

St mark. 



JL HIS Gospel is agreed to have been written^ 
by that Mark whom St Peter affectionately 
calls his son, i, e. his worthy disciple, 1 Pet. 
V. 13. and whom the ancients afiirm to have 
been the familiar companion of that apostle. 
He is also believed to have been the John sur- 
named Mark *, to whose mother*s house St 
Peter retired when released by the angel out 
of prison. Acts xii. 112. and who is the same 
John that accompanied St Paul and Barnabas 
in their travels, Acts xii. 25. Mark was only 
his surname, which he had probably assumed 
in compliance with the Jewish custom, while 
he travelled among the heathens, to whom his 
Hebrew name of John would have appeared 
too foreign. 

H^ mother dwelt at Jerusalem, and the 
Christians assembled at her house. Acts iii. 12. 
he was cousin to Barnabas, CoL iv. 10« and 
attended him and St Paul in their first travels 

£ 9 9am>ng 

f Se€ JUidner, Mkhaelis, 8io 
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among the Gentiles, Acts xii. 25. but he soon 
separated from them^ Acts xiii. 13. which oc«- 
casioned a division between these two apos- 
tles, when Barnabas took him' along with him 
another journey, chap* xv» 36,— -40. HoWf 
ever, when St Mark lived at Rome about the 
time of St t^aul^s imprisonment, that apostle 
had so good an opinion of him^that he reckons 
him among his fellow-labourers, Philem. 24* 
and had thoughts of sending him. to Colossi, 
Col. iv. 10. 

St Mark, even humanly speaking, was A 
very credible witness of the life of Christ. 
He was strictly speaking i^ evangelist, i* e» 
& preacher sent by the apostles to Jews tnd 
Gentiles, without being confined to any par* 
ticular church. What Timothy was to iSt 
Paul, Mark was to St Peter and Barnabas^ 
and at last he bore the same relation to St Paul 
himself. It was usual fat such evangelists t6 
have extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ohost^ 
1 Tim. iv. 14. and 2 Tim. i. 6. Hence we 
have just reason to believe that St Mark wrote 
by inspiration : and, as the primitive churcli 
has transmitted to us his Gospel, as a book of 
divine authority, without ever entertaining the 
least doubts of his inspiration, we have no rea^ 
son to consider it as a mere human composi<^ 
tion. 

St Mark is universally allowed to have writ- 
ten 



ten sfter St MattbMr^ i^d ft leifii^ Writtf f 
thitiks, ht «lso Wr6te ftft^ St Ltike. The 
Grospels of these tw^ etdngeli^td were tmtteti, 
that of St Matthew with pdttkulia' referetice 
to the Jews, that of St Luke With a view to 
the Gentiles ; the Go^pA of St Mu-k (acoord-* 
bg to this snppositiolk) was totAp69ed Idst of 
the three, in a still more simple fottn, find fot 
more general us^. It Was Written at the i?e- 
juest, and for the nse of the Christian church 
&t Rome, which was at that time the grand 
metropolis and comtnon centre of all civilia&ed 
nations. St Mark's Gospel Is therefore a sim- 
ple and compendious narrative, divested of al^ 
most all peculiarities, and accommodated 16 
the use of Christians in general* 

As the other two evangelists had been so 
full in their accounts of our Saviour's birth 
and infancy, this will aecoimt fot St Mark's 
passing over that period of th6 histoxy, and 
confining his narrative to the time of out X«ord's 
public mission. And as this had been so well 
related already, he had little more to do thap 
to abridge the two jGcnrmer Gospels, varying 

some 



« M. ^Gchaelis tlanks that St Marie bad St Matthew's 
Oo0pel chiefiy before him, and wrote principally with a de* 
rigaof pnblishing in a more known language (sc. the Greek) 
that whkh St Matthew had written in Hebrew. 

f Dr Owen. See his Obserrations on the Fonr G«spth^. 
mentioned above in the Intxoaactkit 



nsj so that the most famili 
emperor Augustus (which ar< 
commonly either in Greek, oi 
Greek. We are not therefoi 
St Mark, a foreigner, wrote h 
language, for the use of the < 
ingeneral» 
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iebem ; the dccoimt of Jesns' birth ; the ser^^ 
mon on tHe moont^ which exposes the fidse 
aiorali^ of the Pharisees^ to which the GreiW 
tiles were stnttgers ; nd ift general the quo:^ 
t^ons of certata pro^edes of the Old Testae 
aient. On the other haad^he adds sofile things 
for the sake ci the Gendlest to enabb them to 
voderstand the History of Clurist* Thus^ in 
Chap. iriL sU be explaans what was the mean* 
tag of dt/Sid or onvmioo aitiong the Jclws ; and 
bk -^er* 3,4. instnphets his naders in the Jewish 
emtomtj which was lumeoessary ia St Mstt« 
tbew. ]b chi^ x«^» 21. haviag mcntioaed Si^ 
mon the Cjxenian, he adds, that he was ^ the 
^ father of Alexander and Rufus," because 
both these persons resided at Rome, and were 
known to the Roman Christians, Rom.xvi. 13. 
And perhaps the joung man mentioned in ch. 
xiv. 51 J 52. was a Roman, whose curiosity 
Slight lead him to know the cause of the tu- 
mult, and being a stranger might be the soon- 
er suspected, and therefore apprehended. He 
had perhaps often told the story at Rome ; 
and the evangelist thought proper to confirm 
it. In this light it makes a good argument.. 
All internal marks of this sort confirm the re- 
port of the ancients, that St Mark wrote his 
Gospel chiefly for the use of the Romans. 
The time when he wrote it appears* to have 

been 

* See Dr Owen's Observations, p. 76, — 80. Mill, 8tc. 



60 OF THE GOSPEL 

llgently ('A«^«C5f), and had drawn it firom thfc 
fountain-head ("Awtfiy)^ And it is no more ob- 
jection to the divinity of his book, that he 
wrote &om the informatioa o£ others, than it 
is to the inspiration of Moses, that he took his 
first book &om ancient records, and sometimes 
refers to other books. Numb. xxi. 21. ; and 
therefore we may well receive the universal 
testimony of the Christian church, that St 
Luke, under the direction of the Holy Ghostf 
coiumitted to writing those particulars whid> 
he had cepfsived from utfallible mtnissses. 

It has beetu the oipmiftOB o|»bi6ii, th«t Si 
Luke wrote, later th»a St Matthew aad St 
Mark ; but the ingenious writer ao often quet^ 
ed * thinks that St Mark wrote last of die 
three ; and jtjads, as we have seen^ has great 
appearance of reason f • 

St Jerom affirms, that St Luke peaaned his 
Gospel on the borders of Adiaia and Bceotia, 
which should seem to be at the time when he 
was attending St Paul in his travds throogh 
Greece ; under whose care and inspection he 

probably 

• ^ Dr Owen. See his Observations on the Gospels. Hie 
fixes the date of St Luke*s Gospel in A. D. 53. ; if so, it must 
have been written before St Matthew's (see above, p. 46.); 
but as fhe contrary seeais demonstrable from the passages of 
St Matthew copied by St Luke (see below), we must assign 
a later date to St Luke's Gospel, unless we date St MattheVii 
Gospel in 41 or 49. 
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probably wrote iu It is agreed to be this 
evangelist whom that apostle expressly stiles^ 
** fhe brother whose praise is in the Gospel," 
2 Cor. viii. 1 8 • And that St Luke wrote agree* 
ably at least to St Paul's sense, will be evident 
to any one that compares Luke xxii. 19, 20. 
with 1 Cor. xi. 23,-»25* where the apostle 
and evai^eUst have both used the very same 
words in Gredc to describe the institution of 
the Lord's supper : this coincidence shews the 
agreement of their sentiments, whichever of 
them is supposed to have written first. 

St Matthew's Gospel being intended chiefly 
for the Jews, it was highly expedient that 
some -inspired apostolical person should write 
sach a history of our Saviour's life, as might 
satisfy the enquiries, and be adapted to the si- 
tuation of the Gentile converts. This accord- 
ingly appears to have been the peculiar view 
of St Luke in his Gospel : for, writing^ to 
those. who were far temote from the scene of 
action, and ignorant of Jewish affairs, it was 
requisite for him to descend to many particu- 
lars, and touch on many poinds which would 
kave been unnecessary when writing to the 
Jews. Hence he begins his history so much 
farther back than the rest, and is so care- 
ful in specifying times and places. > Hence he 
gives the genealogy of Christ, according to 

his 
F 
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his natural descent from the Virgin M arj 
and carries it up to Adam ; shewing he \ 
that seed of the woman^ who was promised 
the redemption of the whole world* 

With regard to the general construction 
St Luke's Gospel, it seems to be fonlied ne 
Ij on the same plan with that of St Matthc 
whose very words are sometimes copied 
Indeed, as the Gentile converts suffered i 
same things from their countrymen that 1 
Jewish Christians did from the Jews, it ^ 
necessary St Luke should adopt much the sa 
points of instruction, both to support the p< 
persecuted Christians J, and to soften and C( 
vert their malicious adversaries, of whom 1 
Jews residing in the several countries were s 
the chief ||. But as the rage and envy of 1 
Jews proceeded now from another cause ( 
they persecuted the Gentile Christians for h 
jsxg clium to the privileges of the gospel), 
shall iLccordingly find St Luke's narrative ] 
cttliarly adapted to remove their prejudic 



* By interposing an easy parenthesis, the pedigree ii 
Luke is naturally connected with the fitmily of Mary. ** 
** Jesus began to be, or was, when he began bis minii 
** about thirty years of age ; being, (as was supposed, the 
*' of Joseph, btO) in reality the son of Heli, *u/bo ivas the 
*« tber ofMaryr Kidder. 

f See instances referred to above, ia p. 52. ; and ot 
may be seen in I>r Owen. 

% Chap. vL 20,-23. xii. 4,-12. 31, 8tc. xviil 28, — £ 

/jf C&vi2#i— 26. X.12. siLlv— 5. xiz.14,— 44. 
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and obviate their objections ; to soften and en^- 
large their minds, and deter them from their 
malicioiis proecedings *. 

St Luke wrote in Greek, and (as appears 
fipmn the beginning both of his Gospel and 
Acts of the Apoalles) at the reqiiest of a 
Ghristiait of distiiiction, trhose name was The- 
cqphikis. He calls him a^mc^ or i^cettitUj as 
we address certain persons with the title of 
excellency. The same title in Greek is given 
in the Acts to the Roman governor t» and was 
equivalent to the Latin optimus^ or optimas 
which the Romans addressed to their princi- 
pal senators of the most ancient families. A 
great critic % thinks this was some nobleman. 
who dwelt in Upper Egypt, and that St Luke*s 
Gospel was written about A. D. 63. in that 
country, near Thebes ; which he supposes St 
Jerom mistook for Thebes in Boeotia. He 
observes, that the Syriac subscriptions repre- 
sent this Gospel to have been published at 
Alexandria in Egypt, and he imagines many 
things in it were particularly expressed with a 
view to confute the falsehoods of the Egyptian 
Gospel ; an erroneous narrative, whence Ma-, 
hornet is'belieived to have extracted many of 

those 

♦ Vide chap. iv. 25,— 27. xx.9,*-16. xv. H, — 32. zviik 
^, 8. »ii. 1,-5. XXI. 5, 8tc. xiii. 28, — 30. xiv. 16, — 24. 
t Ch. xxiii. 26, xxiv. 3. xxvi. 5. 
I Mf MichjicliSi, See his lectures cm the New Testameat. 



that St Luke's Gospel was written a 
year Gl, if that be admitted to have 1 
date of St Matthew's Gospel.. 
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ACCO&OIKO TO 

St JOHN, 



X HIS Gospd is universaUjr agreed to have 
been written after all the rest, with a view of 
completing whatever was deficient in them alL 
This evangefisty independent of his divine ki- 
spiratioHy must be allowed to have had a most 
perfect knowledge of the facts he relates ^ and 
as be nndonbtedtf examined aU the other gos- 
pds before he wrote^ he is an authentic wit- 
ness to their veracity. He was, according to« 
the testimony of the ancients^ of oar Saviour^s- 
near kmdred. Before he became acquainted 
with our Lord, he was- a disciple of John the 
Baptist, and probacy one of those two whom 
he sent to Christ, Johni>. STf — 42. Our Sa^ 
viour honoured hmt with the most intimate: 
confidenee, and k>ved him beyond his other- 
disciples. He, and Peter, and James, were (ex**^ 
elusive of the rest) witnesses of the raising 
Jairus*s daughter, of Christ's transfiguration,^^, 
and of his agony in the garden.. He was the 

enljf- 
. Fa, 
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only apostle who stood under the cross wBc» 
Christ was cruciiSed. So that he was better 
qualified than any other to describe the mira-> 
cles and history of J^sus Christ^ A very dis- 
ceming writer * thinks that St John, in the 
life«time of his blessed Master, wrote down 
some of the heads of his discourses : At least 
that his stile perfectly resembles that of those 
who relate the discourses of another from short 
heads taken down while they were spoken* 

But we are to consider ^is Gospel not oniy 
as an historical narrative, but aho as a ccmtro* 
verbal treatise designed to confute various he- 
resies* For no sooner was the Christian church 
established, but its doctrines were obscured, 
debased, ^nd corrupted by errors and heresies 
of various kinds. The first heretics assumed 
the name of Gnostics, i.e. ^'^ knowing ones," 
pretending to superior light and knowledge. 
They wer^ afterwards followed by the Nico^ 
laitans, whose false tenets were propagated by 
Ebiou and Cerinthus. These heresies^ pre- 
vailed most in Asia. Wherefore the Asiatic 
bishops desired St John to draw up a refuta- 
tion of them ; and he, in compliance with their 
request. Composed his Gospel with a view to 
put those heretics ** to shame, and to shew that 
** there is one God, who by * Christ' his word 
** made all things, and that the Creator and 

" Father 

^ Micbaeiis, See his Lectuits on t^i "^tv? 'Y^sxaoytcA.. 
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" Father of our Lord were not^ as they prew 
** tended)) distinct beings*,*' &c. Wherefore 
he does not relate thp birth and parentage of 
Christ, or even those facts of which he, Petei% 
and James, were eje-witnesses, exclusive of 
the other apostles ^ but be chiefly collects sueh 
discourses and miracles as confirm the doc- 
trines laid down in the first chapter, which 
were counter-positions to those of Cerinthus 
and other heretics, who maintained the gross- 
est errors concerning Christ. 

Cerinthus is said to have taught, 1. That 
the most high God was entirely unknown be- 
fore the appearance of Christ, and dwelt in a 
remote heaven called Pleroma^ with the chief 
Spirits or ^ohsf. 2. That this supreme 
God first generated an only begotten Son, who 
again begat the Word, which ,was inferior to 
the first-bom. 3. That Clirist was a still 
lower ^on, though far superior to some 
others. 4. That there were two high -^ons 
distinct from Christ ; one called Life^ and the 
other Light. 5* That from the ^ons again 
proceeded inferior orders of spirits ; and par- 
ticularly one Bemiurgus^ who created this vi- 
sible world out of eternal matter. 6. That 
this Demiurgus was ignorant of the supreme 
God, and much lower than the ^ons, which 

were 

* IrensBus, contra Hseres. L. iiL c. 2. 
t See the Introduction 
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Tlie third is^a condusicm or appendix^ gi- 
ving an account of the person of the writer^ 
and of the view he had in writing, chap» zx« 
Sa. to the end. 

In what year this Grospel was written is not 
agreed among the ancients. It should seem 
to have been before the destruction of Jerusa^ 
lem^ which happened in the year of our Lord 
7O9 for St John speaks of that city as still sub- 
sisting: ^ There is at Jerusalem by the sheep- 
^ market a pool," fitc. chap. v. 2. On the 
other hand it appears, from the Gospel itself, 
to have been written after the death of St 
Peter, which is generally placed in the year 
08. For the other evangelists, when they re- 
late the cutting off the high priest's servant^s 
ear, conceal the name of Peter, lest the Jews 
•honld have a legal pretence to prosecute him, 
and deliver him to the Romans to be capitally 
punished. Whereas St John mentions him 
expressly by name, chap, xviii. 10. Nor could 
St John probably have interpreted the words 
of Christ, ^ Thou shalt stretch forth thy hands 
^ and another shall gird thee," chap. xxi. 18« 
eonoeming the manner of St Peter's death, if 
it had been written before the crucifixion <^ 
that apostle ; for before that time the words 
were ambiguous. This Umits the writings of 
this Gospel to the year 6D, a year expressly 
specified by an ancient writer* Others give 

the 



or THE 

ACTS 

or TBI 

APOSTLES. 



X HIS fonns a central or intermediate book 
to connect the Gospels and the Epistles. It 
is an useful postscript to the former, and a 
proper introduction to the latter. 

This divine history is evidently a second 
part or continuation of St Luke's Gospel, as 
appears from the very beginning of it ; and 
that both were written by the same<evangelist, 
is attested by the most ancient Christian wri- 
ters. The subscriptions at the end of some 
Greek MSS. and of the copies of the Syriac 
version, testify that St Luke wrote the Acts 
at Alexandria in Egypt. 

As the narrative reaches down to the year 
f)f Christ 63, the Acts cannot have been writ- 
ten earlier than that year ; and that they were 
not written much later, may be inferred from 
the subject being continued no farther, which 
otherwise it would probably have been : at 
t" least St Luke would have been apt to have 
jgiven the issue of St Paul's imprisonment at 

Rome^ 
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Rome, as what the Christian reader would 
have been curious to have known. 

Considered as a mere human witness, St 
Luke was better able than others to draw up 
an authentic histoiy of the apostles, as he had 
accompanied St Paul in so many of his jour- 
nies. As he was a physician by profession, 
he was able to form a sound judgment of the 
miracles St Paul wrought upon the diseased, 
and to make a credible report of them. But 
he seems not to have had the gift of healing 
himself; for in chap, xxvii. 8,9. St Paul, and 
not he, healed the sick. His accounts are ge- 
nerally so full and circumstantial, that the 
reader is perfectly enabled to exa!mine the 
facts himself, and to judge whether they were 
attended with any deception or not. 

St Liike . appears not to have intended to 
write a complete ecclesiastical history of the 
whole Christian church during the first thirty 
years afler Christ's ascension. For he almost 
wholly omits what passed among the Jews 
after the conversion of Paul, though the la- 
bours and sufferings of the other apostles could 
not but have afforded interesting materials* 

If we examine the contents of this book, we 
may observe two ends pursued in it. 

Ist, To give an authentic relation of the 
effusion of the Holy Ghost, and the first mi- 
racles by which the truth of the Christian 

religion 



teligion was established. An authentic ac* 
touDt of this was indispensably necessary^ 
since Christ had so often promised the Holy 
Ghost to his (Hsciples ; and if a heathen were 
to receive this Gospel^ he would naturally en- 
quire how ij; had been first promulged at Jeru- 
salem. 

2d^ To impart those accounts which evince 
the clsum of the Gentiles to the church of 
Christ : a point particularly contested by the 
}ews about the time of St Luke's writing the 
Acts. St Paul was at that very time a pri- 
soner at Rome, upon the accusation of the 
Jews, who became his enemies for having ad* 
mitted the Gentiles into the church. 

Hence it is, that St Luke relates, chap, viii* 
the conversion of the Samaritans, and, chap. 
X. xi. the history of Cornelius, who, though 
he was not of the circumcision, had, in conse- 
quence of a divine conmiand, been instructed 
in the gospel by St Peter himself, to whom 
St Paul's opponents appealed, Gal. ii. 6, — 21. 
For the same reason he relates, chap. xv. what 
was decreed by the first council at Jerusalem 
concerning the Levitical law ; and treats most 
fully of the conversion of St Paul, and of his 
mission and transactions among the Gentiles. 

The Acts of the Apostles may very proper- 
ly be divided into seven parts, viz. 

I. The accoimt of the first l^entecost after 

G Christ's 



IV. The first circuit of St Ban 
St Paul among the.Grentiles. Chap. 

V. The embassy to Rome, and the: 
oil at Jerusalem, wherein the Jews 
tiles were admitted to an equality, i 

VI. The second circuit of St Paul 
xvi. xix. 

VII. St Paul's third journey t< 
Chap. xix. 21^—28. 



OF THE* 

EPISTLES. 



jI HE sum and substance of the Christian relT-^ 
gion is contained' in the history of the life and 
fleathy the doctrines and (Hseourses, of our 
Lord in the Four Gospels. The epistolary 
ivritings of the apostles were occasional, being 
intended to confirm thr serersMl churches to 
whom they are addressed^ in the same rules 
of gospel-faith and practice as they had been 
before instructed in, and accommodated to the 
disputes and controversies, errors^ and false 
notions that prevailed asnong thensB. 

The general method observable in these 
apostolic letters is, Fkst, to^ discuss the parti- 
CttUrr point debated in the church, or among 
the persons to whom they are addressed, and 
which was the occasion of their being written, ; 
«nd, in the next place, to give such exhotta^ 
tions to every Christian duty and virtue, as 
would be at all times, and in every church, 
of necessary and absolute importance ^ paying 
a particular regard to those virtues which the 
^sputes that occasioned the epistle might tempt 
them to neglect. Now the former part of 
these epistolary writings cannot be rightly un- 
derstood^ 
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derstood, but hj attending carefiiUy to the state 
of the question there determined. Therefore 
the errors and vain disputes concerning faith 
and works, justification and sanctification, elec- 
tion and reprobation, &e. which have so long 
vexed and distracted the minds of Christians^ 
have all arisen firom one grand mistake of ap- 
plying to themselves or other particular per« 
sons now, certain phrases- or passages which 
jplainl J referred to the then state and condi- 
tion, not of particular persons, but of whole 
churches9 wheth^ Jewish or Gentile, of those 
times. Perplexed and puzzled with these 
knotty points, many well-meaning Christiana 
have been drawn aside from paying a due te« 
gard to tho^ moral and weighty exhortations 
which are most easy to be imderstood, aind of 
infinite obligation to be put in practice *• 

Of the Epistles, fourteen are by St Paul^ 
which are not placed according to the order of 
time in which they were written^ but aco<M:d« 
ing to the precedent or supposed rank of die 
churches and persons to whom they are ad« 
dressed. It will be proper, therefore^ to ex« 
hibit here their chronological order^ atc5rdiiig 
to two eminoit critics* 

* Vide PyW. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 

Of the Epistles, &c. according to Mr Michaelis 

and some others. 



%istlc to, or by. 


Places where writtca 


A.IX 


1 Peter. 


Jerusalem. 


49 


Caiatians. 


Thessalonisra. 


51 


1 Thessalonians. 


Corinth. 


5^ 


2 Thessalonians. 


Corinth. 


52 


1 Corinthians. 


£jphesiis. 


57 


2G>rinthian& 


Macedonia. 


5S 


iTimothj. 




<^& 




V9 


Romans. 


Corinth*. 


end" of 5S 


James. 


Uncertaixh 


U 


niilemfm. ^ 




• 


Colossians. t 


Rome*. 


d2 


Ephesians. C 






UbiiippuLDB, "^ 






Hebrews. 




6(8 


Titus. 


Ni<!opolis. 


Uncertain. 


2F^er. 


Uncertain.. 


67 


Jnde. 


Uacertaini 


Uncertain. 


3 Timothy. 


R/onif, 


C7 


SlE^nstlesof Johni 


Uncertain* 


70 


&e7elations.. 


Patmo& 


J 5* 
3 9S 



G3 






St PAULAS EPISTI 

'With the Places where, and Times 
ten, according to Dr Lard 



Epistles. 



HaceSi 



1 Hiessalonians. 


Corinth* 


fi Thessalomans* 


Gorinth.^ 


Galatians. 


^Coiinth, ne: 
CorSfdiesus, or 


t .CorixitliianSk 


Xpheaus. th< 


1 Timothy. 


Macedonia* 


Titus. 


r Macedonia, y 
t or near it. S 


12 Ck>rinthians. 


Macedonia.^ al 


Romans. 


Corioth. al 


ypiittianfi 


Home. al 
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A.D. 



James. 


Judea. 


61 or beg. of 62 


Tbe two Epistles a 
of Peter. 3 


Rome. 


M 


1 Jobs. 


Ephesus. 


about 80 


2d and dd of Jdui. 


Ephesus. 


between 80 and 90 


Jude. 


IThknown. 


64 or 65 


Revelation. Patxnos or Ephesu?. 


95 or 96 



or 



OF TIE 

EPISTLE 

TO THE 

R O M A N S, 



X HIS celebrated epistle was written hj St Paul 
from Corinth, when he was setting out for Je« 
msalem with the supplies which had been coF- 
lected in Macedonia, and at Corinth ; that is^ 
according to some critics *, in the beginnings 
or, according to others, towards the end of the 
jear 58, which was the 4th of the empercdr 
Nero. 

The Christian church at Ronae appears not 
to have been planted by any apostle ; where- 
fore St Paul, lest it should be corrupted by 
the Jews who then swarmed in Rome, and of 
whom many were ccmverted to Christianity^ 
sends them an abstract of the principal truths, 
of the gospel, and endeavours to guard them 
against those erroneous notions, which the 
Jews had of justification, and of the election o£ 
their own nation* 

Now 

* So Dr Lardner, who thinks St Paul came to Gmnth ui: 
November, A. D. 57. ; and wrote this epistle in February, 
following. The other qpiaioD is that of Michaelis. Vide 
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Now the Jews assigned three grounds for 
justification ; First, *' The extraordinary piety 
and merits of their ancestors, and the covenant 
made by God with these holy men." They 
thought God could not hate the children of 
such meritorious parents : and as he had made 
a covenant with the Patriarchs to bless their 
posterity, he was obliged thereby to pardon 
their sins. Secondly, ^^ A perfect knowledge 
and diligent study of the law of Moses." They 
made this a plea for the remission of all their 
sins and vices. Thirdly, ^ The works of the 
Levitical law," which were to expiate sin, e^ 
pecially circumcision and sacrifices. Hence, 
they inferred that the Gentiles must receive 
the whole law of Moses in order to be justified 
and saved. 

The Jews doctrine concerning election wa% 
^ That as God had promised to Abraham to 
•bless his seed, to give him not only spiritual 
l>le88ing, but also the land of Canaan, to su&r 
him to dwell there in prosperity, and to consi* 
der him as his church upon earth :" That 
therefore this blessing extended to their whole 
nation, and tj^at God was bound to fulfil these 
promises to them, whether they were righte- 
ous or wicked, faithful or unbelieving. They 
even believed that a prophet ought not to pro« 
nojonce against their nation the prophecies with 
which he was inspired ; but was rather to beg 

of 
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tore condems even in the Jews» Ch. iii» 1^ 
—19. 

Ofi JXCTIOK IV. *« They had the Levltical 
*^ law and sacrifices.'* Answer. From hence 
is no itemiiisioo^ but onlj the knowledge of 
sin. Gh. iii. 20. 

5. From all this St Paul condndesy that 
Jews and Gentiles maj be justified by the same 
means, namely^ without the Levitical law, 
through faith in Christ ; and in opposition to 
the imaginary advantages of the Jews^ he states 
the declaration of Zechariah, that Grbd is the 
God as well of the Gentiles as the Jews. Ch. 
iii* 21. 

6. As the whole blessing was promised to 
the faithful descendents of Abraham, whom 
both Scripture and the Jews call his children, 
he proves his farmer assertion from the exam-* 
pie of Abraham, who was an idolater before 
his call, but was declared just by God, on ac- 
count or his faith, long before his circumci* 
sion. Hence he takes occasion to explain the 
nature and friuts of faith. . Chap, iv. 1. v. 11. 

7. He goes on to prove from God's justice 
that the Jews had no advantages over the Gren- 
tiles, with respect to justification. Both Jews 
and Gentiles had forfeited life and immortal!* 
ty, by the means of one common father of their 
race, whom they themselves had not chosen. 
Now as God was willing to restore imznc^ta- 

lity 
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lity bj a new spiritual head of a covenant, viz* 
(Sirist^ it was just that both Jews and Gentiles 
should share in this new representative of the 
whole race, ch. v. 12. to the end* ■ ■ Ch. v. 
159 10* amount to this negative question, ^^ Is 
it not fitting that the &ee gift should extend as 
far as the ofience ?" 

S. He shews that the doctrine of justifica- 
tion, as stated by him, lays us under the strong- 
est obligations of holiness* Ch. vi* 1. ta the 
end* 

Q. He shews that the law of Moses no 
longer concerns us at all ; for our justification 
arises from our appearing in God's sight, as 
if actually dead with Christ, on account of 
our sins ; but the law of Moses was not given 
to the dead. On this occasion he proves at 
large, that the eternal power of God over us 
is not afiected by this ; and, that whilst we 
are under the law of Moses, we perpetually be- 
come subject to death, even by sins of inad- 
vertency. Ch. vii. 1. to the ^nd. 

10. Hence he concludes, that all those, and 
those only, who are united with Christ, and 
for the sake of his union do not live according 
to the flesh, are &ee from all condemnation of 
the law, and have an undoubted share in eter- 
nal life. Ch. viii. 1^-^17. 

11. Having described their blessedness, he 

is 
I H 
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is aware that the Jews^ who expected a tern-' 
poral happiness, would object to him^ that 
Christians notwithstanding endure much suf- 
fering in this world. He answers this objec- 
tlcon at large. Ch. viii* 18. to the end. 

12.« He shews that God is not the less true 
and faithful, because he doth not justifj, but 
rather rejects and punishes thos^ Jews who 
would not believe the Messiah. Ch. ix. x. xi. 
In discussing this point we maj observe the 
cautious manner in which, on account of the 
Jewish prejudices, lie introduces it, ch. ix. I9 
««i-5. as well as in the discussion itself. 

He shews that the promises of God were 
never made to all the posterity of Abraham ; 
and that God always reserved to himself the 
power of chusing those sons of Abraham^ 
whom, for Abraham's sake, he intended to 
bless, and of punishing the wicked sons of 
Abraham ; and that, with respect to temporal 
happiness or misery, he was not even deter«- 
mined in his choice by their works. Thus 
he rejected Ishmael, Esau, the Israelites in 
the desert in the time of Moses, and the great* 
er part of that people in the time of Isaiah^ 
making them a sacrifice to his justice. Ch. 
ix. 0,— 29. 

He then proceeds to shew that Gk>d had 
reason to reject most of the Jews then living, 

because 
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because they would not believe in the Mes- 
siah, though the gospel had been preached to 
them plainly enough, ch. ix. 30.— -x. to the 
end* However, that Grod had not rejected all 
his people, but was still fulfilling his promise 
upon many thousand natural descendents of 
Abraham, who believed in the Messiah ; and 
would, in a future period, fulfil them upon 
more ; for that all Israel would be converted, 
ch. xi. 1, — 32. And he concludes with ad- 
miring the wise counsels of God, ver. 33. ^o 
the end* 

13. From the doctrine hitherto laid down, 
and particularly &om this, that God has in 
mercy accepted the Gentiles, he argues, that 
the Romans should consecrate and offer them- 
selves up wholly to Godi. This leads hirck tOr 
ifiention in particular s<»ne Christian duties, 
ch* xii. viz. 

i4. He exhorts them to be subject to ma- 
gistrates, ch. xiii. 1^ — 7. \ the Jews at that 
time being given to sedition. 

15. To love one another heartily, ver. 2, 
—10. And, 

16. To abstain from those vices, which 
were considered as things indifferent among 
the Gentiles, ver. XX.tothe end. 

17. He exhorts the Jews and G^tiles in 
the Christian church to brotherly imity. Ch. 
xiv. 1.— XV. 13. 

18. He 



* Vide JVEchaclk. 
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V<ORiNTH was a wealthy and luxurious city, 
situated in Achaia, upon the isthmus or neck 
of land which joins Morea to the rest of 
Greece. Near it were celebrated those Isth- 
mian games to which St Paul alludes in this 
epistle* In this city St Paul had spent two 
years, planting a Christian church, which con- 
sisted, like most of the others, of a mixture of 
Jewish and Christian converts* But having 
been absent £rom them about three years, they 
were over-run with great disorders, and split 
into various sects and factions* 

This occasioned the following epistle, which 
was written by St Paul, just before his depar- 
ture from Ephesus, Actsxx* 31. 1 Cor. xvi. 
8, 9. about Easter* in the year of Christ 57, 
in the third of the emperor Nero* It was in- 
tended partly to correct some corruptions and 

H 3 abuses 

^ So Michaelis infers from chap. v. 7, 8. *' Ye are unlea- 
vened," which he interprets, ** Ye are now keeping the feaSl 
of unleavened bread." 

Dr Ljirdoer dates this Epistle a year sooner. 
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abuses among the Corinthians, and partly to 
answer certain queries thej had proposed to 

him. 

In his introduction, chap. i. 1,— -9. he ex- 
presses his satisfaction at all the good he knew 
of them, particularly at their having the gift 
of the Holy Ghost for the confirmation of the 
gospel. 

And first, he corrects their corruptions and 
abuses. 

1. He rebukes the sectaries among them, 
and defends himself against one or more false 
teachers, who had alienated most of the Co* 
rinthians from him. Chap. i. 10. iv. to the end, 

2. He considers the case of a notorious of- 
fender, who had married his father's wife, i. e. 
his own step-mother ; orders them to excom- 
municate this person, and to acknowledge na 
public fornicator as a brother. Chap, v, 13. 

3. He reproves them for their covetous and 
litigious temper, which caused them to prose- 
cute their Christian brethren before heathen 
courts of judicature. Chap. vi. 1,— -9* 

4. He cautions them against fornication, a 
vice to which they had been extremely addict- 
ed before they were converted, and which some 
of them still reckoned among the things in- 
different, or which might be practised or let 
alone without breach of morality. Chap. vi. 
10. to the end. 

In 
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In the next place he answers certain queries 
they had proposed. 

And, 1st, he determines some questions re- 
lating to the marriage state, chap, vii. 1. to the 
end. 

2. He instructs them how to act with re- 
spect to idol-oiFerings, chap. viii. 1. xi. 1. It 
could not be unlawful in itself to eat the meat 
which had been oflfered to idols ; for the con- 
secration of flesh or wine to an idol did not 
make it the property of the idol, an idol being 
nothing, and therefore incapable of property^ 
chap. X. 25, — 30. But some Corinthians 
thought it lawful to go to a feast in the idol 
temples, which at the same time were places 
of resort for lewdness, and to eat the sacrifices 
whilst praises were sung to the idol, chap, 
viii. 10. X. 20, — 22. This was publicly join- 
ing in the idolatry. He even advises to ab- 
stain frojn such participation as was lawful, 
rather than give offence to a weak brother ; 
which he enforced by his own example, who 
had abstained from many lawful things rather 
than create offence to the gospel. 

3. He answers a third query, concerning the 
manner in which women should deliver any 
thing in public, when called to it by a divine 
impulse, chap. xi. 2, — IT. 1 8, — 34. And here 
he censures the unusual dress of both sexes in 
prophesying, which exposed them to the con- 
tempt 



I 



«^ biAc exercise of the ex 

gifts of the Holy Ghost, &c. cha 
xiv. 

4« He asserts the resurrection of 
which some among the Corinthian* 
and others denied, chap. xv. 

He then concludes with some dir 
the Corinthian church, concerning th 
of collecting alms ; promises them a \ 
salutes some of the members, chap, : 



OF TETS 

SECOND EJ»ISTLE 

TO THE 

CORINTHIANS. 



Ot Paul's first epistle had wrought different ef- 
fects among the Corinthians* Many of then^ 
entered into themselves ; they exconununi- 
cated the incestuous man ; requested St Paul's 
return with tears, and vindicated him and his 
office against the false teacher and his adhe- 
rents. Others of them still adhered to that 
adversary of St Paul, expressly denied his 
apostolical office, and even furnished them- 
selves with pretended arguments from that 
epistle. He had formerly pronnised to take a 
journey from Ephesus to Corinth, thence to 
visit the Macedonians, and retiim from them 
to Corinth, 2 Cor. i. 15, 16. But the un« 
happy state of the Corinthian church made 
hiQi alter his intention, verse 23. since he 
found he must have treated them with seve* 
rity. Hence his adversaries partly argued, 
Ist, That St Paul was irresolute and unsteady, 
and therefore could not be a prophet. 2dly, 

The 



XI um xuus, 2 Cior. vii. 5, 6. 
wrote them his second epistle 
of the same year *, or the begin 
The ccHitents of this Epistle ai 

1. He gives the Corinthians t 
his sufferings to that time^ and o: 
he derived from meditating on 
tion^ chap. i. 1^— 11* 

2. He vindicates himself again 
would not consider him as a true 
cause he had altered his resoluti 
12. — ^ii. 4. 

S. He forgives the incestuous i 
Sy-— 11. and tells the Corinthian 
he longed for their amendment^ -% 

4. He treats of the office conmi 
of preaching the redemption, and 
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of the doctrine he preaches, chap. ii. 14*. v. to 
the end. 

5. He shews it to be his office, not only to 
preach the redemption by Christ, but to in- 
culcate certain duties, and particularly that of 
flying from idolatry, (an oblique censure of 
those who attended "(he idol-feasts), chap. vi. 

6. He endeavours once more to win their 
confidence, by telling them how affectionately 
he was disposed towards them, and rejoiced at 
their amendment, chap. vii. 1,-— 16. 

7. He exhorts them to a liberal collection for 
the Christians in Judea, chap, viii. i. ix. 15. 

8. He vindicates himself against those who 
thought him deficient in the evidences of his 
apostleship, and imputed his caution, when at 
Corinth, to his consciousness of not being a 
true apostle, chap. x. to tbe end,* 
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* See Michaelis. 
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X HE Galatians were descended from those 
Gauls who had formerly invaded Greece^ and 
•afterwards settled in Lower Asia. St Paul 
had preached the gospel among them in the 
year 5I9 soon after the council held at Jerusa- 
lem^ Acts xvi. 6. Asia swarmed at that time 
with zealots for the law of Moses, who want- 
ed to impose it upon the Gentiles, Acts xv. 1. 
Soon after St Paul had left the Galatians, 
these false teachers had got among them, and 
wanted them to be circumcised, &c. This 
occasioned the following epistle, which an emi- 
nent critic * thinks was written in the same 
year, before St Paul leftThessalonica; though 
others t date it about the end of the year 52, 
or in the very beginning of 53, before St Paul 
set out to go to Jerusalem by way of Ephesus. 
The subject of this epistle is much the same 
with that of the epistle to the Romans ; only 
this question is more particularly considered 

here, 

^ Michaelisi f Dr Lardner, 8cc. 



^HC ttlSTLS, TO tEt CAUITIANS. 91 

lieret ^ Whether ciri:i!imcisioik^ and the fuU 
^ oibsennEuice of the Levitical law, were neces* 
^ sarj to the satyatton of a Christian coi^ 
*«vcrt?" 

It seems thesfc hkisiting Ghxistiaas^ whose 
indtrectTiews StPaul exposes^ cfa^. yL 12^1 a. 
at first aakj htboured to r e pr e s ent circnmeision 
OS necessary to sahration, without dbliging the 
G^cntiles to observe the whole LeTxtical law. 
Acts XT. X» GaL Y. 3. 0. ; }rct iiaty insisted 
i^oa the Chriartans recemng the Jewish &»• 
tivals and saUntkal jears, chap. ir. 10« 
Their prxncipal argBments w^ne-^ 
1* ^ That the apostles at Jerosateav St Peter 
ia particular, 3>Bd the whole drarch at Jcnfr* 
salcm^ considered cirumcisioa as necessary ^ 
that St Paul was only ^ dtf^aty from thait 
church, and his doctrine oidy to he regarded 
so £sr as it agreed widl that of die cdmrch of 
Jerusalem.'^ This obliged StP^ul todedarev 
net oabf liat the apostles at fcrnsalem per- 
iectty omoi fie d with him, but abo that he 
was an xmacie^ate apostle of Christ«^ 

2. ^ That St Paul himself bad changed his 
opinion, and now preached up the Levitical 
law,** Gal. i. 8. 10. V. li. They urged per- 
haps that he had caused Timothy to be cir- 
cumcised just before he came to them, Acts 
xvi. 3. Gal. iL 3. 

3. ^ That all the proflpises of God i^re 

I made 



vucn zrom among them to ^on^ or . 
and therefore^ if the Gentiles des 
children of the church of Jemsal 
ought to conform to the rites of thai 
In answer to this, the apostle shews 
children were not promised to the Je 
to the ancient or Jebusite Jerusalem^ 

St Paul frequently directs Chiistiaz 
with the weakness of those Jewish 
who observed the Levitical laiw, R 
Acts xxL 23, 24. 2a. Bat the Galatiai 
consisted of Gentiles ; and the whole 
of this epistle is, that they should not 
cumcised. 

In the two last chapters are some ] 
exhortations, designed chiefly against 
mosities and partialities which these < 
bad bred among them« 
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xiiPRESUS was the chief city of all Asia on 
this side Mount Taurus. St Paul had passed 
through it in the year 54, but without making 
any stay^ Acts xviii. 19, — 21. The follow- 
ing year he returned to Ephesus again, and 
stayed there three years, chap. six« During 
his abode there, he completed a very floiu-ishing 
church of Christians ; the first foundations of 
which had been laid by some inferior teachers. 
As Ephesus was frequented by persons of dis- 
tinction from all parts of Asia Minor, St Paul 
took the opportun&y of preaching in the^ an« 
cient countries^ ver. 10. «nd the otheir churches 
of Asia were considered as the danghters of 
the diurch of Ephesus ; so that an epistle to 
the Ephesians was, in efieet, an epistle to the 
other /churches of Asia at the same time« 

In the year 61, St Paul was carried prisoner 
to Rome for the first time ; and, during his 
confinement there, which was not very clos^ 
Acts xxviii. 31, 32. he wrote the epistles to 

Fhilemon| 
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Philemon, the Colossians, the Ephesians, and 
PhUippians. 

Hence all these epistles bear so great a re- 
semblance in their st jle and manner. Of these 
four, a learned writer * thinks the epistle to 
the Ephesians was first written by the apostle 
in the spring A«D« 61^ as soon as conveniently 
could be, aft^r his friends at Rome had taken 
a lodging for him, and he was settled in it« 

This epistle was intended to establish the 
Ephesians in the £iith ; and^ to this ead^ to 
give them more exalted views ot the love of 
God,, and of the excellence mod d^ity of 
Christ : To shew them they were saved by 
graoe, and that the Ges^iles (however wtetdU 
ed they had been oooe) had now equal privi«- 
leges with the Jews : To encourage them, bj^ 
declaring with what steadiness he (St Paul) 
snfi^red for the truth, an4 with what earnest^ 
ness he prayed for their establishvieat and 
perseverance in it: And, finally, to engage 
them to die practice of those duties which be- 
came them as Christians f • 

The city of Ephesna was distinguished by 
peculiar vices and sins, which are alluded to 
in this epistle, and in those to Timothy. 

!• It was the genuine, seat of the idolatrous 
worship of Diana, who was called XUTBIFA, or 
the Saviour Goddess ; in oppodiion to which 

St 

I * Dr Lardncr, f S«e Doddridge, 
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St Faul calls the true Deity snxHP, or the 
Saviour God, in his epistle to Timothj, 1 Tim. 
i. 1. ii. 3. 

2. The Ephesians were remarkable for the 
practice of superstitious arts, Actsxix. 16, 19. 

3. They were vain in their dress, 1 Tim, 
ii. 9, 10. 

4. They were remafksCble for lewdness and 
drunkenness, and gloried in obscenity of 4an« 
goage, Eph. v. 

An eminent critic * thinks the Christians 
of Ephesns were also tainted with the errors 
of the Essenes ; an account of which the 
reader will find below, in the introduction ta 
the first epistle to Timothy^ 



OF 



* M. MkbaeHs. Sec his lectures on the New Testament. 
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JL HI LIP? I was a city o£ no great extent^ m 
Macedonia, near the borders of Thraoe*. The 
Christian religion was first planted there about 
the jcar 51, by St Paul, Acts xvi, who left 
St Luke and Timothy to cany on the work. 
He afterwards paid them a second- visit. Acts 
xxi. 6. and, it is probable, saw them after*, 
wards a third time. 

This epistle was sent at the same time with 
the preceding, viz. A. D. 62 or 63. The de- 
sign of it seems to be. To comfort the Philip- 
plans under the concern they had expressed 
for his imprisonment at Rome : To^ check a 
party-spirit that had crept in among them, and 
to promote, on the contrary, an entire union 
and harmony of affection : To guard them 
against being seduced from the purity of the 
Christian faith by Judaizing teachers : To* 
support them under the trials with which they 
strugled : and, above all, to inspire them with 
a concern to adorn their holy profession by the 
most eminent attainments in the divine life''^^ 

on 

^ See Doddridge. 
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V4 0LOS6E (or, as it was ancicntlj written^ 
Colassae) was a considerable city of Phrygia 
in Asia Minor. St Paul himself had not been 
at this citj when he wrote this epistle, CoL 
ii. 1. though he had some jears befrare travelw 
led through Phrygia* However, Epaphras 
had founded a Christian church at Colosse, 
and probably in the neighbouring cities of 
Laodicea and Hierapolis. Col. i. 7. iv« 12, 13. 
It is probable that some Colossians who had 
heard St Paul preach at Ephesus, Actsxix. 10. 
might be omverted by him ; and among them 
Philemon, to whom St Paul addressed his 
epistle so entituled. 

Now the churches of Colosse, Laodicea, 
and Hierapolis, were exposed to more imjni- 
nent danger of being seduced by false teach- 
ers, as they had not received the gospel im- 
mediately &om an apostle, but from Epa- 
phras ; and as they might question, whether 
Epaphras did not err in some ^respects. This 

occasioned 
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occasioned St Paul's anxiety for them, Col. 
ii. 1. and induced him to confirm the doctrine 
of Epaphras hj this epistle. Col. i. 7. iv. 12, 
IS. which was written &om Rome about the 
same time with the prece^g, A. D* 62 or 
63. A learned writer* thinks this and the 
epistle to ' Philemon were sent away together 
by Tychicus and Onesimus, although that to 
Ptfilemon was probably first delivered. 

The more inmiediate occasion of writing to 
the Colossians was an epfistk St Paul had re- 
ceived from the Laodiceans, chap. iv. Id., 
which an eminent critic f thinks contained 
some written queries relating to the doctrines 
of the Essenes, and this epistle was intended 
to answer them. What those doctrines were, 
see in the introduction to the, first epistle Xx^ 
Timothy. 

This epistle to the Colossdans is so like that 
to the Ephesians, both in language and con-^ 
tents, that the one will greatly illustrate tht^ 
other. 



or 



* Xafdner. Set abo MtcbieSs. 
t Michaelis. 
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HE88ALONZCA wt% in St Paol's time the 
capital of Macedonia* St Paul had preadiied 
the gospel there in the year 51^ Axtsxvii*: 
aome few among the Jews received the gospel ; 
bat a great multitude of those heathens who 
ooo&ssed one only true God^ :LMf$im'^BXM^ 
became converts to Christ* Hence the majo- 
ritj of the church consisted of native heathens^ 
who had formerly been idolaters, 1 Thess* i. 9« 
The Jews, ever jealous of the admission of the 
Gcotiics to the same privileges with them* 
selves, raised such a disturbance, that St Paul, 
with Silas, Was obliged suddenly to withdraw; 
they even pursued him to Berea* He left 
Silas and Timothy there, and fied to Athens, 
ordering them to follow him. Acts xvii* 14>, 
15* Timothy did npt long continue there with 
St Paul, but was sent back to Thessalonica, 
1 Thess* iii* 1,2* and, when he returned, found 
St Paul at Corinth, where he resided a year 

and 



some Jewish members. It is proba 
teachers mentioned irt the Mb chap 
v^ere converts from Judaism; at 
Greeks as had before been prose 
Jewish religion. 

2. This church being still in : 
and oppressed by ihe powerful Jew 
to be established in the faith. St ] 
fore, in the three first chapters, en< 
convince the Thessalonians of the 
divinitj of his gospel, both by the 
gifts of the Holy Ghost, which ha 
parted, and by his own conduct w" 
them* 

3. An error prevailed with res 
doctrine of the last judgment. T 
lonians* like most of the nriTnittirf* 
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probably to consist in their entering immedi- 
ately on the Millenium. This error he com- 
bats in the fourth chapter. 

4« Some of this church who refused to sub- 
ject themselves to the teachersyhad at the same 
time given themselves up to disorder; and 
they seem to have carried on this unruliness^ 
undtr a pretence of teaching or edifying others : 
on this account the apostle gives the admoni* 
tions in the fifth chapter, ver, 11^—1 4* 



t)F 
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THESSALONIANS 



X HE Second EiHstfe to the Tbessal 
was sent bom Corinth soon after the fin 
A. D. 52. St Psiul found the Thessal 
still considered the day of jadgment as at 
and that the disorders before reproved 
still carried du among them. He, the 
in this second epistle shews, that the la 
was still distant, from some prophecies i 
fulfilled ; and gives them more particu 
rections how to conduct themselves tc 
those disorderly persons. 

M . Michaelis thinks that 2 Thcss. ii. 
fers to sotae epistles forged in St Paul's 
to propi^ate the above error, and to ( 
calculations and fiJse prophecies applied 
same purpose. 
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W £ hHYe im account ^ Txmo&f m 4the 
Acts ef the Apostles^ chap. xri. |.^*^3« and in 
lotiner imts of the Neur TesrtaimeBft % feoro 
srhich he a^peirs tio hzvt Wen a jouth ^ 
2Ba»t «9oeU£nt qitalities^aod almost co&sUatly 
dke CQttpanicm irf &t PanL 

THsificst ej^He to.hhn :hhy 5ome dated» 
A. D. !^39 hat hj others, on bett^ grounds fi» 
laAciit A. D«. 5^ or 58« at the time Df St Paulas 
jxMimej into Macedcnua, A^ts 9cx« !• This 
apostle being ohUged to retire from Eidiesoii 
ttfurlier Tthen be intended, <m aocofint inf the ku- 
sucfficti^n raised bj Demetrius, Axts jcixv. left 
TijQQM^bhj behind him, j^o restore perfect order 
in the churchy to £U the ecdefliastical ^odEces, 
«od to mthstand false teacbers. 

As 

*2TiikLk5. ActsziT. 2 ITim. iiL 10, 11. lTim.iv.U. 
a Tim. L ^. 1 Tim. iv. IS. Heb. ziii. 26. S«e aIso the ad- 
dles to 2 Cor. Philipp. Coloss. 1 and 2 Thess. FhHern. 

f See Michaelis, Lardner. Tlie place where this qottle 
was written is not certainly agreed ;. though it is likely 8t 
Paul was either in Macedoiua, or near it. 

K 
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As some of the Ephesians would not obej 
him, and others attempted to force themselves 
upon him as bishops and ministers, St Paul 
wrote this epistle, which he might lay before 
them as his commission : so that it is rather 
to the Ephesians than to Timothy. See 1 Tim. 
iii. 18. iv. 6. 12,13. v. 23. 

An eminent witic * thinks this first epistle 
to Timothy, and those to the Ephesians and 
'Colossians, were levelled against certain errors 
prevalent among them, which the Essenes (a 
Jewish sect) had borrowed from oriental phi- 
losophers : The J held, 1. That God was sur- 
rounded by demons or angels, who were me- 
diators with God, -and therefore to be wor- 
shipped. 2. That the soul is defiled by the 
body ; that all bodily enjoyments hurt the 
soul ; which they believed to 'be immortal, 
though they seem to have denied the resurrec- 
tion of the body, as it would only render the 
soul sinful by being re-imited to it. 3. That 
there was a great 'mystery in numbers, parti- 
cularly in the number sevens they therefore 
attributed a natural holiness to the seventh or 
Sabbath day, which they observed more s(trict- 
ly than the other Jews. They spent their 
time mostly in contemplation ; abstained from 
jnaarriage, and evefy gratification of the senses ; 

used 

^ M. MIchaelis. 
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used washings, and thought it sinful to touch 
certain things ; regarded wine as poison, &c. 
In opposition to these, St Paul, in these 
three epistles, shews the superipritj of Christ 
to the angels, and warns Christians against 
i^rorshipping them. He censures the ohserva- 
tion of Sabhaths ;: rebukes: those who forbade 
marriage, and the touching of certain things ; 
and who delivered commandments of men con* 
earning meats, and prohibited them. He per- 
mits Timothj to drink wine ; blatnes those 
who abstain fironi nourishing their bodies ; and 
enjoins bodily exercise. He cautions against 
a philosophy which teaches all these things ; 
and against persons who assume a great ap- 
pearance of wisdom and virtue. He delivers 
Hymenaeus over to Satan, because he pretend- 
ed there was no resurrection of tfie flesh. 

The same learned writer thinks the errors 
of the Essenes had. found their way into these 
churches through Apollos, Actsxvii. 24. six. 
1,— -7. who was of Alexandria, in the neigh*, 
bourhood of which Essenes prevailed ; .and also 
through the twelve Christians mentioned in 
Acts xix. 1^—7. who appear but ifaperfectly 
acquainted with the Christian doctrines. He 
- conjectures that ^^ the vagabond Jews, exor-^ 
cists," ver. 13. were of this sect.. 
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Bit epistky acGordiflg to some 
wfts written bj St Paul at Rome, < 
first ixDpmonmcfit there, and was k 
mothy in the summer of the year 
othersf xalher tiiink it was writte 
the apostle's last imprisonment there, 
long befcM^e he sealed the tmthwith 1 
which is commonly jj^aced aVmt A* 

67. 

That Timothy was at Ephesas, or 
Asia^ when this epistle was sent to ] 
pears from the frequent mention in i 
sons rending at SphesuSr The false 
who had befcMre thrown tins chnrth i 
fosioft, grew etiery day worse ; insoit 
not only Hyaatnsras, bnt Phiktus^ 
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word resurrection^ till at last they denied the 
thing ; pretending that the resurrection of the 
dead was only a resurrection from the death 
of SHI9 and so was already past. This error 
was probably derived from the eastern philo- 
sophy^ which placed the origin of sin in the 
body. This epistle consists chiefly of affec- 
tionate advices to Timothy^ thenceforward to 
be active in opposing those false teachers, an(\ 
in propagating the gospel. 



K3 



or- 



«. \ 



( 



•vntB 
E P I S» T L E 

. XO 

TITUS. 

JL HIS may be called Ml €pifltktotlieCretinf» 
For St Paul meant not so much te instruct 
Titusy as to furnish him with a rule to laj 
before the Cretans, to which he might appeal 
whenever imworthy and unqualified persons 
attempted to obtrude themselves into the epis* 
copal oiEce* 

Titu5 was a Greek, Gal» ii. 3. and proba- 
bably owed his conversion to St Paul, Tit. i. 4. 
who, fourteen years after, took him with him 
to Jeru3alem, to the great council held there 
in the year 49. And as Txtus was of Gentile 
parents, St Paul would not suffer him to be 
circumcised, that he might not abridge the 
liberty of the Gentile converts,. Gal. ii. l,-^3« 
Some years after, St Paul dispatched him ta 
Corinth, to bring him an account of the state 
of that church, 2 Cor. xii. 18. vil. 6. 13. ; 
and afterwards sent him thither again, ta 
hasten the collection for the poor Christians 
in Judea, chap» viii. 6« After this we hear 

no 
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no more of hin^ till he it mentioned in dns 
epistle fts halving been witk StPlnil in Cvete. 

Hm epistie, aooonl»g to Dr Ltvdner, wm 
written to^mrds the end of tlie year 56, while 
St FbuI Wft8 in M ftoedenk^ or near it. But 
M. Michaelis and others diii& it dtbis more 
probablj written in St Paul's last progress 
through the Asiatic churches^ between his first 
and second imprisonment at Rome ; though 
the precise year thej are not able to determine. 
Titus had been left at Crete, to settle the 
church which St Paid had probablj establish* 
ed there in his first joumeyto Rome, Actsxxvii. 
8. and afterward. Tit. i. 5. The churches in 
Crete had not hitherto had any bishops and 
ministers. Titus was to appoint them ; but 
he was to be upon his guard against some of 
the circumcision, who aspired to ecclesiastical 
ofiices. 

The island of Crete ^^as the parent of Ro« 
man and Greek idolatry : and the Cretans so 
far excelled other nations in inventing gods, 
that they were called the liars. They were 
also distinguished for unnatural vices, and a 
spirit (^sedition. 

The Cretan converts to Christianity were 
indeed obliged to forsak^ idolatry and the wor- 
ship of images ; but as the Cretans were Egjp*^ 
tians by descent, and had long intermixed the 
whims of Egyptian philosophy with Judaism, 

and 



See Michaelis. 
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EPISTLE 

TO 

JP HI LEMON. 



Xkilxkom seems to kaye been a substsmtial 
ssaa M Colpsse, who had a spacdoiis house, m 
which a part of the Christian church assem- 
bled, aod in which traveling Christzaas were 
enterUiiied, ver. 22. The want of pdblic iims 
aiBong the ancients made this hospitalitjneed* 
tal f andit was particularly enjomed to Chris-> 
tians to receive one smother hosj^tal^ ; bi&ty 
as every individaal was not in a conditioo to 
estertaia Christiaa strangers, Ae churches 
seem to have i^omted one or more of their 
principal members for this pnrpose, Rom. xn« 
22* This was the office of deacons, so that 
Philemon had an office in the church ; and in- 
deed he is bj some of the ancients entitled 
bishop of Colosse. Whatever his noiinisterial 
office was, he is by St Paul called ** his fellow- 
** labourer," ver. 1, 2. His son Archippus, 
to whom this epistle is also addressed, had 
just before been deacon in the church of Go« 
losse. Col. iv. 17. He is accordingly men- 
tioned with honour by St Paul, who not only 

styles 
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Styles him his fellow-labourer, like his father, 
but also his fellow-soldier* 

Philemon seems to have been one of St Paul's 
first fruits of the church of Ephesus, and not 
to have been converted like the rest by Epa- 
phras, but by St Paul himself. Col. iv. 19. 
having probably come to Ephesus while St 
Paul was there. 

This epistle was written from Rome (at the 

same time with the epistles to the Colossians, 

Philjppians, &c.) about A. D. 62 or 63. Tho^ 

occasion of it was this : Onesimus, Philemon'* 

slave, had robbed him, and fled to Rome. 

There St Paul meeting with hin^ converted 

him to the Christian faith, and, having kept 

him some time to be satisfied of his reformat 

lion, sends him back to his master with this 

letter, which has always been admired for its 

delicacy of sentiment and masterly address,. 

and may he considered as a fine model of epis- 

tolary writing. 



OF THE 

EPISTLE 

TO THE 

HEBREWS. 



X HIS apostolic letter^ according to the best 
authors, both ancient and modem, was the 
geniiine work of St Paul * ; and, according to 
the ancients, was originally written in the He- 
brew or Syriac language, out of which it was 
translated into Greek by some apostolic per* 
son, who is believed to have been either St 
Luke or Clement. Some eminent (pritics, 
however, among the modems, find reason to 
think our present Greek copy was not a trans* 
lation, but the original ; and that the ancients 
^ere mistaken' in this respect. 

St Paul, contrary to his usual custom, did 
not prefix his name to this epistle, for a very 
obvious reason, that he might not too early 
awaken the prejudices conceived against him 
by the Jewish converts, which might have 

led 

* Many proofs of this may be collected firom this Epistle 
itself. It is evident, from chap. ii. 3; that the writer was not 
one of Christ's disciples; See Dr Lardner, who has fully dis- 
cussed this point, ^d finds reason to give it to St Paul. 
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led them to throw it aside nnpemsed. It was 
written towards the end o£ (or so<m after) 
St Paul's imprisonment at Rome, chap. ic. 34. 
ziii. 22^ 23. A.D. 63, ^^ikt conrerted Jews 
of Palestine, here called Hebtilbwsy as distin* 
guished from the Hellenists or foreign Jews. 
A severe petsecatioft had deprnred them of the 
apostle St James, and had rendered almost that 
whole church wavering in the £uth. To ooii« 
firm aoHie, smi to recover others from their 
apostasj, was tlie purport of Hhn epistle. 

As the zealous defenders of the Mosaic law 
would Jiatnnlly insist on die divine a«thoritj 
of Moses, on the aiajcsty and glorj attendtag 
its fvamalgadian bjthe ntaistry of angels, 
and the great pctvikge st arfbtded those wlio 
adherod to it— The i^stle Acw^ 

I. That in aiQ lliese several aortacles Chris* 
tiaacly had an jofinite si^veiiexitj to 4»be Law. 

This topic he pursues foem -dbapi. i. to si* 
wherein he reminds the bdieviBg 8e]Mtews -ol 
the extraordinary fxvmsx sbewa ^em by Grod, 
in jBending them a sevelvtion ^ bis 4iwn Son, 
whose glory was far superior to (Aat of angeSs, 
cihap« i. throughout ; very natucalfy ii^ening 
&am hence, the danger of -despifflbg Cluist on 
account of his humiliation, which, in perfect 
consistence with his dominion over the world 
to come, was voluntarily submitted to by him 
for wise and important reasons \ particularly 

to 
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to deliver as £roiu the fear of death, and to 
encourage the freedom of cur access to God, 
chap. ii. throughout* With the same view he 
magnifies Christ as superic^r to Moses their 
gr^t legislator ; and firom the pimishment in- 
flicted on those who rebelled against the au- 
thority of Moses, infers the danger of con- 
temning the promises of the gospel, chap. iii. 
1^— -IS* And as it was an easy transition to 
call to mind on this occasion that rest in Ca- 
naan to which the authmtj invested in Moses 
was intended to lead them, the apostle hence 
cautions them against unbelief, as what would 
prevent their entering into a superior state of 
rest to what the Jews ever enjojed, chap. iii. 
14. iv. 11. This caution is still farther en- 
forced by awful views of God's omniscience^ 
and a lively representation of the high priest- 
hood of Christ, chap. iv. 12. v. 14. In the 
Mext place, he intimates the very hopeless situ- 
ation of those who apostatize from Christianity, 
chap. vi. 1,— >9. 9 and then, for the comfort 
and confirmation of sincere believers, displays 
to them the goodness of God, and his faithfid 
adherence to his holy engagements ; the per- 
foMnance of which is sealed by the entrance 
of Christ int^ heaven as our f(»rerunner, chap. 
vi. d. to the end*- Still further to illustrate the 
character of our Lord, he enters into a parallel 
between him and Melchizedec as to their title 

L and 
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and descent ; and, from instances wherein thd 
priesthood of Melchizedec excelled the Levi* 
tical, infers that the glory of the priesthood 
of Christ surpassed that under the law, chap, 
vii. 1, — 17, From these premises the apostle 
argues, that the Aaronical priesthood was not 
only excelled, but consummated bj that of 
Christ, to which it was only introductory and 
subservient, and, of course, that the obligation 
of the law was henceforth dissolved, chap, vii* 
IS. to the encL Then recapitulating what he 
had abeady deoK^nstrated concerning the «i« 
perior dignity of Christ's priesthood, he thence 
illustrates the distinguished excellence of the 
new covenant, as not only foretold by Jere- 
miah, but evidently enriched with much better 
promises than the Old, chap. viii. thnmghimt : 
Explaining further the doctrine of the priest- 
hood and intercession of Christ, by comparing 
it with what the Jewish high-priests did on the 
great day of atonement, chap. ix. ly— 1 4. Af- 
terwards he enlarge^ on the necessity of shed- 
ding Christ's blood, and the sufficiency of the 
atonement made by it, chap. ix. 15. to the end; 
and proves that the legal ceremonies could not 
by any means purify the Conscience ; whence 
he infers the insufficiency of th9 Mosaic law, 
and the necessity of looking bi^yond it, chap. 
x. iy-~i5. He then urges the Hebrews to 
improve the privileges which such an high 

priest 
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priest and covenant conferred on them, to the 
purposes of approaching God with confidence, 
to^ a constant attendance on his worship, and 
most benevolent regards to each other, chap* 
X.. 15^—25^*- 

The apostle having thus obviated the in- 
sinuations and objections of the Jews, for the 
satisfacticm and establishnaent of the Ibelieving 
Hebrews, proceeds, 

II. Tx) prepare- and fortify their minds 
against the storm of persecution which in part 
had alrea^ befallen them, and was likelj to 
continue^ and be often renewed. He reminds 
them of those extremities they had endured, 
and of the fatal effects which would attend their 
apostasy, chap, x* 26. to the end ; calling to 
their remembrance the eminent examples of 
fisdth and fortitude exhibited by holy men, and 
recorded in the Old Testament, chap. xi. l, — 
29. He concludes his discourse with glancing 
at many other illustrious worthies ; and, be- 
sides those recorded in Scripture, refers to the 
case of several who suffered under the perse* 
cution of Antiochus Epiphanes. 2 Maccab* 
viii. &c. xi. 30. xii. 2. 

Having thus finished the argumentative part 
of the epistle, the apostle proceeds to a gene- 
ral application, in which he exhorts the He- 
brew Christians to patience, peace, and holi- 
ness, chap* xiii. 3,— 14* \ cautions them against 

secular 



y ^•M.Ai.jry vuiupsission^ dc 

the divine care, stedfastness in tl 
of the truth, a life of thankful 
and benevolence to man, -chap* x 
and concludes the whole vdth re< 
their pious ministers to their parti< 
* entreating their prayers, saluting 
pronouncing on them a solenm 
chap, xiiit. 17* to tie end. 



OF THE 

CATBOLIC EPISTLE 

OF 

St JAMES. 



X HIS and the following epistles are probably 
cslltd catholic or genera/^ because most>of them 
were written, not to particular churches, but 
to the faithful dispersed throughout whole 
countries. The second and third epistles of 
St John are added to them, only because they 
were written by the same hand that wrote the 
first, and would have been lost had they been 
copied separately. 

This epistle was written by St James the 
less, the son of Alpheus or Cleophas, stiled 
the brother, i. e. kinsman of our Lord, who 
statedly resided at Jerusalem, and is said by 
the ancients to have been the first bishop of 
that city ; where he is believed to have suf- 
fered martyrdom in the former part of the year 
62, and to have written this epistle a short 
time before his death, which a learned writer* 
thinks might be partly occasioned by the of- 
fence taken at this apostolic letter. 

L3 It 

* PrLardxer, 



vices. 

But Dr Lardner thinks that this ej 
written to dl Jews, of every deno 
throughout the world, whether Chii 
otherwise. For this reason the i^ 
not wish them grace or peace from Jesu 
though he does not dissemble his owt 
ter ; nor does he conchide with anjr ( 
benediction. And though a large pai 
epistle is applicable to Christians, t 
several paragraphs which seem pari 
addressed to unbelieving Jews, ^hap. 
10. chap. V. 1,«»6. &c. 
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OF TBS 

FIRST EPISTLE 

OF 

St peter. 



X HIS apostolic letter is probably addressed 
to such Gentiles as bad forsaken idolatry and 
believed in the true God, without having been 
circumcised, and who afterwards became Chris- 
tians ; such as Cornelius the centurion ; i* e« 
Christians from among the proselytes; ** Elect 
^ (or declared to be such) through sanctifica- 
** tion of the Spirit *.** The whole epistle 
abounds in assurances that these converts were 
regenerate and become children of God with* 
out Levitical sacrifices, merely through Christ* 
This epistle was written from a city called 
by St Peter Babylon, This some think to 
have been Babylon in Assyria, which, though 
demolished, might possibly have some few 
Christians in its neighbourhood ; however, the 
generality, both ancients and modems, suppose 
it to have been a figurative name for Rome. 
But M. Michaelis proposes a query. Whether 
Jerusalem might not be shadowed under that 

name ? 
* See ch. L 2. compared with Actsx.44^— IT. xi, 15^— lu 



2>t JTcter's cniet design is^ lo c 
doctrine of St Paul, which the fal 
pretended he was opposing ; and to 
proseljtes, that they stood in the tr 
Gody chap. v. 12. With this vie 
them elect, and mentions, that the; 
declared such bj the effusion of 
Ghost upon them, chap. i. 1, 2. 
them, ttat they were regenerate w 
cumcision, merely through the gos] 
surrectioa of Christ, v^r. 3, 4. 21,— 
that their sufferings were no argum< 
being under the displeasure of G 
Jews imagined, ver. 6, — 12. He re 
it to them, to hope for grace to the ei 
He testifies, tjiat they were not re( 
the paschal lamb, but through Ch 
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OF TBE 

SECOND EPISTLE 

OF 

St peter. 

■ ■ d 



s Second Epistle is supposed to have been 
written manj years after the former, viz* ia 
A. D. 67, a short time Before St Peter's mar* 
^rrdom, which hiq>pened an 68, and to which 
he alludes in erne or two places, ch« i. 13, 14« 

The general design of this epistle is^ To 
confirm the doctrines and instructions deUvered 
in the former epistle ; ^ To excite the Chris* 
tian converts, to adorn and stedfastlj adhere to 
their holj religion^ as a religion proceeding 
from God, notwithstanding the artifices of £ilsc 
teachers, whose character is at large described y 
and notwithstanding the persecution of their 
bitter and inveterate enemies/' 

The genuineness of this epistle, has been 
doubted, from the peculiar style of the 2d chap- 
ter, which is different from the other parts of St 
Peter's writings. Bp« Sherlock supposes, that 
the apostle, describing in that chapter the cha« 
racter of such seducers as endangered the faith 
of the Christian converts, adopts the language 
and sentiments of some Jewish author, contain-^' 
ing a strong description in the eastern manner^ 
of some false prophets in that, or an earlier age*» 

OF 



'T '^°^*» *° Ae pernicious doctri 

ooiw Gnostics, especiaUyiatha admoi 

valk in the light^to-keep undefiledfroi 

sins,andtoabstain from idols. Ferwhi] 

thus taught that thelawof Moses was a9 

the others maintained, that eating thins 

to jdols, and fornication, were indifiere 

In opposition to those errors, St X 

down three positions: l. That it is neo 

walk in the light, and keep dear of flesh 

w order to partake of the kingdom < 

2. That it is necessary to keep the ne 

mandmentof loving one another. s.Th 

was Christ and the Son of God, not onl 

baptism, hut also at the shedding of hi- 

This little treatise or episUe is direct* 

Christians, wheresoever dispersed ; and 

posed to have been written before the d 



0f TRB 

SECOND AND THIRD EPISTLES 

OF 

St JOHN. 



J. HESE are Improperly denominated catbom 
lie or general^ being inscribed to two single 
persons ; the one to some lady of distinction, 
the other to Gains, or Gains ; probably the 
same person whom St Paul at Corinth styles 
his host, Rom. xvi. ^3. 1 Cor. i. 14. and who 
is celebrated for his hospitality to his bre- 
thren. But a learned writer * rather thinks 
he was an eminent Christian, who lived in 
some city of Asia not far fromEphesus, where 
St John chiefly resided after he had left Judea« 
These letters are conjectured to have been 
sent about the same time with^ or soon after 
the former. 



OF 



* Dr Lardner. 



JL HIS was written bj Jude, or Judas 
brother of James the kss* The remar 
similarit J between this and part of the s 
epistle of Peter, was probabljr owing to 
writers drawing their character of the 
teachers, from the description given o 
false prophets in some ancient Jewish an 
and it is also possible that St Jade might 
the second epistle of St Peter before 
They both prove against certain heretics 
bablj the Gnostics), that a great dajof 
ment is impending, and conclude, hoi 
judgments of God formerly exerted, thai 
will be an avenger of evil. 

This is believed to have been written 



OF THE 

REVELATION 

OF 

St JOHN. 

X HIS prophetical book is agreed to have 
been written by St John the Evangelist, who, 
according to Eusebius, was banished to Pat* 
xnos, an isle in the iEgean sea, and there re^** 
ceived the visions contained in this book, in 
the last year of the reign of Domitian, about 
the year 96. Others suppose it was written 
before the destruction of Jerusalem. This is 
the opinion of M. Michaelis, who dates it so 
early as the time of Claudius or Nero, long be« 
fore St John's Gospels or Epistles. In this he 
follows the opnion of Sir Isaac Newton, who 
concludes it must have been composed in an ear* 
ly period of St John's life, because the style, 
he thinks, abounds with Hebraisms, and is not 
penned in such good and fluent Greek as the 
Gospels and Epistles, which he supposes were 
written when the s^stle had acquired a mors 
perfect knowledge of the Greek tongue. Other 
tritics, however, do not allow so great a differ- 
ence of language between this and St John's 
other writings j at least not more than what 
t^y think may be occasioned by the differ- 

M ence 
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ence of subject^ arising from allusicms to the 
prophetic books of the Old Testament, or from 
the abruptness and obscuritj of the prophetic 
style. It is again urged, that the Revelation 
mentions no other heresy as flourishing, but 
that of the Nicolaitans*, which subsisted long 
before that of Cerinthus, against which St John 
wrote his Gospel between A. D. 65 and 68, 
and therefore the Revelation must have been 
written long before. In opposition to this, it 
is doubted whether the seven churches of Asia 
were founded so early as the times of Claudius 
or Nero ; or had at least undergone such great 
changes and revolutions as are alluded to in 
this book. It has likewise been thought im- 
probable, that the apostle should give this pro- 
phetic and mysterious book before ever he had 
delivered a plain and simple narrative of the 
life of his Master. The latter, as it would be 
of the greatest use to Christians, would natu- 
rally be first afforded them ; and the apostles 
would be most likely to lay down the great 
and fundamental doctrines of Christianity in 
general, before they would think of entering 
into the state of particular churches, or describe 

the 

* Tlie Nicolaitans, according to ancient writen, were a 
sect who taught the lawfubiess of lewdness and idoUtrons sa- 
crifices : they were sq called from one Nicolas their "fismder. 
By Nicolaitass in Scripture are thought to be meant, in gene- 
ral, lewd and profligate persons, who aim at nothing but 
own secular adraatage. 
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the events of future times, whether near or 
remote* 

Some other arguments for the more early 
date of this book are given by M. Michaelis, 
and others ; but, as they allow them all to be 
subordinate to that urged above &om thje un«- 
common prevalence of the oriental idioms in 
this book beyond what are foimd in the other 
writings of St John, this will not be judged 
very decisive,, if, after all, it should appear 
that this is no more than the natural conse* 
quence of the subject, and that St John, ex- 
pressing in Greek the images of the ancient 
Hebrew prophets, had a particular reason for 
adopting their phraseology and idionis, as be- 
ing inseparable from the prophetic style*. 
So that, upon the whole, perhaps we may rea- 
sonably abide by the express testimony of 
IrensBus f , that this sacred book was written 
in the reign of Domitian, as that ancient fa- 
ther was a disciple of Polycarp, who had been 
a disciple of St John himself. 

But at whatever period of his life the Re- 
velation was composed, there is strong internal 

evidence, 

* See what is urged on the subject of prophetic style, in 
Dr Hard's Lectures, referred to below. See particularly Ser« 
mon the 9th. 

f Advers. Hseres. lib. vi. cap. 30. p. HP. ed. Grab. Sec 
also Eusebius, Chron. lib. L £d. ScaL p. SO. Vide ettam 
p. 164. Lib. posterioris & Chron. Can. p. 208. Hist. £cclies» 
lib. iil. leap. 18. Bp. Newton^ on the Prophecies, voLiii. 
p. 14, 15. 
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evidence *, as well as the most coxxvincing po- 
sitive testimony, that this book was written 
by St John the evangelist f. It is no less 
obvious, that the contents are of a prophetic 
nature, and that they exhibit a series of vi- 
sions, descriptive of very important events that 
were to succeed in the course of ages. 

Many ingenious and learned men have un- 
dertaken to illustrate this sacred book, and 
even to point out very precisely the particular 
events predicted by its inspired author ; but 
theii* success has not always been^ answerable 
to their sanguine expectations. Perhaps a 
complete and perfect commentary must be re- 
served for future ages, when many of the 
events have taken place which are predicted 
in it, but remain at present unaccomplished. 

However, the pious student ought not to be 
discouraged from the perusal of these divine 
prophecies ; and it is certain that he could 
never sit down to consider them with so much 
advantage as he can at present, when he is 
furnished with so excellent an introduction to 
the study of these and all other prophecies 
which regard the Christian church, in the 
Lectures lately published by the learned and 
ingenious preacher at Lincoln's-Inn f. 

To 

* See Dr Twells, M. Michaelis, Sec. 
t See Lardner, Doddridge, fitc. 

X Introduction to the Study of the Prophecies coiicemin|r 

the 



OF ST JOHN. lafl 

To this admired writer it will be sufficient ' 
here to refer the reader, and he will lead him 
to as excellent a commentator in the great and 
admirable Joseph Mede ; to whose works these 
new lectures are a most useful introduction. 
It will be sufficient here to give a short extract 
from the latter, to assist the reader in forming 
a distinct idea of the method in which the 
whole book of the Apocalypse is disposed; 
which he will readily do^ if he observes, that it 
is resolvable into three great parts.^ 

The first part is that of the epistles to the 
seven churches, contained in the three first 
chapters. This, as containing little or nothing 
prophetic, is not at all considered by Mr Mede. 

The second part (with which Mr Mede be- 
gins his conmientary) is that of the sealed 
book, from chap. iv. to chap. x. and' contains 
the fates of the Roman empire, or its civil 
revolutions ; yet with a reference still to the 
state and fortune of the Christian church. 

The third part is that of the open book, 
with what follows to the end ; and exhibits, 
in a more minute and extended view, the fates 
of the Christian church, especially during its 
apostasy, and after its recovery from it. 

This 

the Cllristian Churcli^ and iii particular concerning the Church 
(^ Papal Rome, in Twelve Sermons, ^. by Rich'ard Hur J, 
D.D. London, 1772. 8vo. 
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given in this place, in order to connec 
second and third parts, and to shew their 
respondence and contemporaneity* Se< 
Mede's Clavis, p. 424, and Comment, j 
calypt. p. 476. 

The second part of the last divisicm ( 
chap. xii. to the end) gives a detailed ac< 
of what should befal the Christian chore] 
distinct, and several of them synchronics 
sions. 

HERE we shoiM conclude^ htU as the ci 
reader may desire to he informed how thepredi 
revealed in this hook of St John have usualli 
interpreted and allied hy Protestants^ we shah 
sistent with our subject^ subjoin^ A Kley to the 
shecies contained in the Revelation. This 



A 

KEY 

TO THE 

PROPHECIES 

CONTAINED IN THE 

REVELATION. 



Nothing of a prophetical nature occurs in the 
first three chapters, except, !• what is said concern- 
ing the church of Ephesus, that her ** candlestick 
shall be removed out of its place," which is now 
verified, not only in this, but in all the other Asia- 
tic churches which existed at that time 5 the Hght 
of the gospel having been taken from them, not 
only by their hereaes and divisions from within, but 
by the arms of the Saracens from without r And, 
2. concerning the church of Smyrna, that she shall 
** have tribulation ten days j" that is, in prophetic 
language, ten years j referring to the persecution o£ 
Dioclenan, which alone of all the general persecu- 
tions lasted so long. 

The next five chapters relate to the opening of 
the seven seals ', and by these seals are intimated so 
many different periods of the prophecy. Six of 
those seals are opened in the sixth and seventh 
chapters. 

The first seal or period Is memorable for conr. 
quests. It commences with Vespasian, and termi- 
nates 



great was tne siaugmer ana aevasiauon occas 
by the contending parties. 

The third seal is characterised by a rigorous 
cution of justice, and an abundant provision of 
wine, and oil. It commences with Septimius 
rus. He and Alexander Severus were just an' 
vere emperors, and at the same time highly 
brated for the regard they paid to the internal fe 
of their people, by procuring them plenty of < 
thing, and particularly com, wine, and oil» Th 
riod lasted during the reigns of the Septimian fa 

The fourth seal is distinguished by a concur 
of evils, such as war, famine, pestilence, and 
beasts ^ by all which the Roman empire was ren 
ably infested from the reign of Maximin to ih 
Dioclesian. 

The fifth seal begins at Dioclesian, and is s 
Uzed by the great persecution, from whence 
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The seventli 5eal includes tinder it the remaining 
parts of the prophecy, and comprehends seven periodS| 
distinguished by the sounding of seven trumpets. ^ 

As the seals feretold the state of the Roman empire 
before and till it became Christian, so the trumpets 
foreshow the fate of it afterwards ; each trumpet 
being an alarm to oiie nation or other, rousing them 
up to overthrow that empire. 

Four of these trumpets are sounded in the dighth 
chapter. 

At the sounding of the first, Alaric and his Goths 
invade the Homan empire, besiege Rome twice^ and 
set it on fire in several places. At the sounding of 
the second, Attila and his Huns waste the Roman 
provinces, and compel the eastern emperor Theodo- 
sius the Second, and the western emperor Valentinian 
the Third, to submit to shameful terms. At tho 
sounding of the third, Genseric and his Vandals ar- 
rive from Africa ^ spoil and plunder Rome, and set 
sail again with immense wealth and innumerable cap-* 
tives. At the sounding of the fourth, Odoacer and 
the Heruli put an end to the very name of the 
western empire ^ Theodoric founds the -kingdom 
of the Ostrogoths in Italy ^ and at last Italy be- 
comes a province of the eastern empire, Rome be- 
ing governed by a duke under the Exarch of Rar 
venna. - '■ 

As the foregoing trumpets relate chiefly to the 
down&l of the western empire, so do the two fol- 
lowing to that of the eastern. They are sounded 
in the ninth, tenth, and part of the eleventh chapter. 

At 
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At the soundmg of the fifth trumpet, Mahonirty ihat 
blazing star, appears, opens the bottomless pit, and 
inth his locusts, the Arabians, darkens the sun and air. 
And, at the soun^g of the sixth, a period not yet 
finished, the four angels, that is, the four sultanies, 
or leaders of the Turks and Othmans, are loosed 
from the river Euphrates. The Greek, or eastern 
empire, was cruelly ** hurt and tonhented '' under 
the fifth trumpet^ but, under the sixth, it was 
** slain," and utterly destroyed* 

The Latin, or western church, being in no wise 
reclaimed by the ruin of the Greek, or eastern, but 
still persisting in its idolatry and wickedness ^ at the 
beginning of the tenth chapter, and under the sound 
of this sixth trnmpet, is introduced a vision prepa- 
rative to the prophedes respecting the veestem 
church, wherein an angel is represented having in 
his hand a Httle book, or codicil, describing the ca- 
lamities that should overtake that church. The 
measuring of the temple, &c. shews, that during all 
this period there will be some true Christians, who 
will conform themselves to the rule of God^s word, 
even whilst the outer court, that is, the external 
and more extensive part of this temple or church, 
is trodden under foot by Gentiles, i. e. such Chris- 
tians as, in their idolatrous worship and persecuting 
practice, resemble and out-do the Gentiles them- 
selves. Yet, against these corrupters of religion, 
there will always be some true witnesses to px>test, 
who, however they may be over-borne at times, and 
111 appearance reduced to death, yet will arise again 

&om 
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£ram tHV tgr Sue, till at last they triumph and glo- 
iknidy aabend* The eleventh chapter concludes 
-vritii the ioandiiig of the seventh trumpet* 

In the twelfth chapter, by the woman bearing a 
man-c))i]d is to be understood the Christian church \ 
\sf the great red dragon, the heathen Roman em« 
pire ^ by the man-child, whom the woman bore, 
Constantine the Great \ and by the war in heaven^ 
the contests between the Christian and heathen re* 
ligions. 

In the thirteenth chapter, by the beast with seven 
heads and ten horns, unto whom the dragon gave 
his power, teat, and great authority, is to be under* 
stood, hot Pagan but Christian, not imperial but 
papal Rome \ in submitting to whose religion, the 
world did in effect submit again to the religion of 
the dragon. The ten-homed beast therefore re- 
presents the Romish church and state in general \ 
but the beast with two horns like a lamb is the 
Roman clergy \ and that image of the ten-homed 
beast, which the two-homed beast caused to be 
made and inspired with life, is the Pope \ whose 
number is Q^Qy according to the numerical powers 
of the letters constituting the Roman name A«rfiy«f, 
LatinuSj viz. 

A, 30. A, 1. T, 300. E, 5. I, 10. N, 50. O, 7. 
S, 200. (666.) Or its equivalent in Hebrew, 
n^^On Roniiitky viz. 1, 200. \ 6. Q, 40. % 10, 
% 10. n, 400. (666.) 

Chapter xiv. By the lamb on mount Sion is 
meant Jesus ^ by the hundred forty and four thou> 

sandy 
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sand, hb church and followess ; by tne angel preach** 
mg the everlasting gospel, the first principal efifort 
made towards a reformation by that public o|>posi« 
tion formed against the worship of. saints and ima- 
ges, by emperors and bishops, in the eighth and 
ninth centuries 5 by the angel crying, **^ Babylon is 
fallen," the Waldenses and Albigcnses, who pro- 
nounced the church of Rome to be the Apocalypsic 
Babylon, and denounced her destruction ^ and, by 
the third angel, Martin Luther and his fellow-re- 
formers, who protested against all the corruptions of 
the church of Rome, as destructiye to salvation. 

Here we may put a period to this short analysis 
of the Revelations, as what follows seems not to be 
of such obvious interpretation as the preceding, and 
therefore the curious reader will consult the bishop's 
Dissertations themselves. In reading those, or any 
other illustrations of the Prophecies contained in 
this mysterious book, he will do well always to 
have before lum the judicious work of Joseph Mede, 
above quoted* 



THE END. 
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